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A number of gentlemen who are in favor of this 
proposition of mine desire to see a change made in 
the contract, so that we may have our work done 
fithfully and at the proper time. That was the 
sale object of my offering the resolution yesterday. 
The whole effect of that resolution will be to _post- 
none the time of making the contract. There 
must be further — by both House and Senate 
in order to effect a change in the present system. 
it will be time enough then for gentlemen to bring 
forward their charges of hostility to the present 
system. I see no good reason why this resolution 
should be returned to us from the House. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland had been governed by the courtesy which 
usually characterizes him, he would have postponed 
the bringing forward of his resolution until the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing was in his 
seat. That gentleman was ill, and had left his 
seat, and there was no sudden necessity for passing 
this resolution with such hot haste in his absence. 
Nor is the Senator correct, when he states that the 
printing under this system has been longer in the 
progress of its execution than it was formerly. 
The printing of last session is all completed ; and 
the reason why the documents accompanying the 
President’s message have not been presented here 
is, because the engravings which are to be inserted 
therein are not ready. The printer has no control 
over the engraving, and although the documents 
have been printed, they cannot be furnished because 
of this want. When this resolution comes back, I 
shall be entirely willing to fix some day when the 
subject can come up for consideration. An early 
day should be fixed, because, if postponed until the 
close of the session, it will come up at atime when | 
every one will be occupied with receiving their 
good friends from all quarters of the country. I 
hope the resolution will be brought back. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, | have an inquiry 
to make of the Senator from Pennsylvania, if he 
will give me his attention foramoment. I under- 
stand that the contract is to be entered into to- 
morrow. What I wish to ask is, will there, if 
we now call back this resolution, be time enough 
to return it to the House of Representatives, so 
that they may act upon it in season to carry out 
the object of the Senator from Maryland ? 

Mr. CAMERON was understood to reply in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. KING. I have but one more remark to 
make. I would not be willing to lend my aid to 
defeat the object of the Senator from Maryland. 
itis a subject which ought to be examined into, 
and the time should be postponed, so as to give an 
opportunity for that examination. That is all. 
Now, if the motion of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania will have the effect of defeating that object, 
and causing the contract to be made before the 


action of Congress can be had in relation to it, I | cont 4 ; be L 
|| suibject of pensions since the origin of the Govern- 
|| ment, of which nearly all are obsolete. Why, 


shall oppose his motion. If it will not have that 
effect, I Will Vote for it. 

_ Mr. BORLAND was understood to repeat the 
inquiry propounded by Mr. Kine. 


Mr. CAMERON was understood to say that | 


there would be plenty of time to act upon the reso- 
luion if now recalled. Its consideration would 
consume but a very, little time. 

Mr. DIX. It will not take five minutes to dis- 
pose of the resolution. 


Mr. CAMERON called for the yeas and nays; | 


but, at the request of several Senators, withdrew 
the call. 


Mr. HALE renewed the call for the yeas and | 


nays, and they were ordered. 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Bor- 


land, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cameron, Clarke, | 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge of Iowa, Doug- || 
las, Feleh, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, || 
Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Jones, King, Niles, Sturgeon, | 


Turney, Walker, and Westcott—31. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Clayton, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Fitzgerald, Greene, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mason, Metcalfe, Miller, 
Pearce, Phelps, Spruance, Underwood, and Upham—20. 


A message was accordingly sent to the House, | 


and the joint resolution was returned to the Sen- 
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PRINTING OF THE PENSION LAWS. 
Mr. BRIGHT 
lon: 


Resolved, Tivat there be printed for the use of the Senate 
five thousand copies of the pension laws now in force. 


submitted the following resolu- 


Mr. 5. asked for the congideration of the reso- 
lution at this time. 

Mr. KING. Lask if the resolution is absolute 
that such number be printed? I should like to 
hear some reason given 
number. 

Mr. BRIGHT. With the permission of the 
Senator I will explain. The document which I 
propose to print is one which contains the pension 
laws now in force, for which I find there is a great 
demand, as will be seen from the fact that every 
Senator doubtless gets letters for copies of thern. 
The edition is exhausted, and it is important that 
we should have a new one to meet the demands 
made upon us. 

Mr. CAMERON. I would suggest that there 
are two sets of these laws, and would inquire if 
the honorable Senator from Indiana intends to in- 


or printing so large a 


| clude the whole? 


Mr. BRIGHT. I beg leave to say to the hon- 
orable Senator that it embraces the entire pension 
laws now in force, with which it is necessary that 
we should be supplied. I beg leave also to state 
that I offer the resolution on the suggestion of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, who informs me that 
the entire edition in his office is exhausted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. Mr. President, 


I bez to remark, that each Senator has received 


but one copy of this work, and I concur with the 
Senator from Indiana in saying that it is import- 
ant that it should be reprinted. [It isa work which 
is very much in demand, and it is difficult to pro- 
cure even a single copy. During the last session 
I was instructed by the Committee on Pensions to 
introduce a resolution into this body for the print- 
ing of an additional number of these laws for the 
use of the Senate, but in consequence of the 
amount of business then before the Senate that 
resolution was not acted upon. I hope the Senate 
will now adopt the resolution of the gentleman 
| from Indiana, and thereby order this book to be 
printed. It contains all the laws and forms of ap- 
_ plication for pensions, and therefore its publication 
will give much information to those people who 
have claims for pensions on this Government. I 
would suggest, however, to the honorable Senator 
from Indiana, that there were several laws passed 
at the last session which I think it important to in- 
corporate with those which the book nowTtontains. 


Mr. BRIGHT. They are included in the reso- | 


lution, which distinctly specifies ‘* the laws now 
in force.” 

| Mr. YULEE. The printing of this book will 

be costly, and yet of no value,as Lapprehend. It 

contains all the laws that have been passed on the 


then, should we publish a book which will be of 
no value to the people? It would bea republication 
of a book which it will be vexatious to distribute, 
and a trouble to the people tounderstand. If you 
| want to give information to the people, give them 
| the sheet which contains the forms of application 


| for pensions, and not a compilation of obsolete 


laws. If we publisn the sheet containing the forms 
| of application, we shall render a greater service 
than by publishing this book. We may, to be 
sure, publish some three or four laws relating to 
naval and military pensions, and the bounties and 
pensions to volunteers who served in the Mexican 
war, and these comprehend all that are wanted. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. Mr. President, | 


I think the honorable Senator from Florida is mis- 
taken in saying that the book contains all the laws 
passed since the origin of the Government. It does 
not contain half of them. It does not contain 
many of the laws passed at the last session. We 
| had occasion yesterday to refer to two laws which 
| are not included in this compilation. We have 
every day occasion to refer to some of these laws, 
| and the only laws which we wish to have printed 
‘are those which are now in use. 


} 
i 
| 
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Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, [ am quite sure 
that the honorable Senator from Florida does not 
understand the object of this resolution. I offered 
it, as I have already stated, at the suggestion of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, who informs me 
that the number of copies supplied to his office 
have been exhausted, and it therefore becomes 
necessary that this | umphlet should be reprinted. 
The Senator from Florida speaks of it as a docu- 
ment which will cost a creat deal of money. On 
this subje ct, too, IT think the Senator is mistaken; 
for the cost, I believe, will not exceed four cents a 
piece. Lf, however, five thousand will be too large 
a number, I have no objection to its reduction. 


, ' ‘ 
But, as this resolution seems to be consuming tne 


! ’ ‘ ’ — 
time which should be deveted to other legitimate 


business, I have no objection that it should lie over 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope not. These books are 
wanted all over the country. We have all nu- 
merous applications for them, and this publication 
will save us much trouble in letter-writing. It is 
calculated to be of great service, n Ly, it is indis- 
pensable to that class of our citizens to whom we 
are indebted for valuable services, and to whom, 
of all others, we should do justice. 

Mr. BRIGHT. My. President, if it is the 
pleasure of the Senate to consider the resolution 
at this time, I will further remark that every State 
that has furnished men in‘the late war is more or 
less interested in the adoption of this resolution, 
because every soldier that has fallen has friends 
who are interested in knowing what the law is in 
relation tathe forms of application required, that 
they may derive the benefit of those services to 
which they are entitled. ‘They can get the neces- 
sary information only from these laws, which 
many new States have not in their libraries, and 
there Is no way ot printing them so cheap, and 
sending them to those who apply for them, as that 
which is now proposed, 

Mr. DIX. Iam generally not much in favor of 
printing documents, but am decidedly in favor of 


this resolution. It provides for the printing of the 


pension laws now in force, and those only. t will 
merely say that I have constant applications for 
these laws, with which I have not been able to 
supply myself. If this resolution should be 
adopted, according to the rate of distribution, we 
shall receive but eighty copies each, which we can 
very readily dispose of; for that number will not 
be more than sufficient to supply the pressing de- 
mand. I hope the Senate will adopt the resolu- 
tion; and as we are ready to vote for it, | hope it 
will not be postponed till to-morrow. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
everybody knows that the statutes of the United 
States are numerous, and are not very generally 
diffused through the community. ‘There are many 
professional gentlemen who have but little business 
in connection. with these subjects, who are not 
able to possess themselves of the statutes of the 
United States. Well, here are laws which provide 
for pensioners of the different classes who are en- 
titled to the benefit of these acts, and it is extremely 
convenient to have these laws in the neighborhood 
where these people reside, that they may have the 
benefit of them—where they can apply to a ma- 
gistrate for assistance or forms of application when 
they want the aid of these laws. It has been cua- 
tomary to print them, and I think it a most useful 
document. The Senate can searcely do a greater 
service than by spreading through the country an 

, additional number of these laws. While I am 

| up, I will make another suggestion to the Senator 
who has made this motion. There are certain 
laws, which are not usually incorporated in this 
volume, relating to land scrip and bounty lands 

| granted to soldiers in the late war with Mexico 
for which I am constantly written to, and which 
hope the Senator from Indiana will consent to 
have incorporated with these pension laws, that 
| they may ail go out to the people together. 

| Mr. BRIGHT. If the honorable Senator from 

| Massachusetts offers that as an amendment | will 
accept it. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of 
will add the amendment, it wil €X] 
wish. 

Mr. H A 
an amendme 


troduced. . 
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stacle 1 ihe wav oi ne the informa } 
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It seems to me, however, that this pan 
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such laws only may be printed as will be us 
There may be a selection of aws as re 
naval pensions ana to t ty la s, which have 
been adverted to by the Senator from Massachu- 
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have a useful document, but if we print all these 
laws we shall only burden the mais with 1 
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aware 


at, to some extent, the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Florida [Mr. Wrsreorr] are correct 
There has een a very loose mode of conduct ° 
this business ' g 


a ' , 
Congress have exerted themselves to get pensions 
through—and it is to be regretied that it is so—but 


{ granting pensions. Members of 
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it is in the nature of things, and cannot be a 


voided. I will not now detain the Senate with 
further remarks, for there is an indisposition to 
hear, so anxious are Senators to publish books. 


But | hope the resolution will be referred to a com- 
that a selection may be made of the laws 


‘ich pensions are ited. 





\ 
‘ a4 . oe 
} AVIS, of Wassachusetts, 





I will ask the 
Senator ha Alabama if he will not permit the 
Conmmissioner of 





Pensions to make up this book 
out of such materials as are in his possession. He 


Wiii do it better than any committee. 
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onset! ke vols Ear ine there 
S.la oD t {is re! nce. 
Mr. DICKINSON. Iam elad to see the - 
sition to the prinung of this book; for it is evident 
at we should not g<o into competition with pub- 
shing beemned in the printing of books and maps. 
We have already exhausted our contingent fund 
by publishing worthless mans and books, under 


retence that they will be wanted by the 
But do not Senators know thatif we pub 


ountry. 


ne for distribution under our franks, it will be 


iit for and received? If it isnecessary to give 

ho have suffered 
furnish them with that 
y which is necessary; and hence I am in favor 
of referring this subject to the Committee on Pen- 
, that they may confer with the Commissioner 
of Pensions, and thus ascertain what is most neces- 
sary for those who are interested to know. Iam 


opposed to this book-making policy, as I have 


j } 
ormation to (hose w in the ser- 


try, let us 


vice of the coul 
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been heretofore; though I am not opposed 
nishing necessary information to that la 
ken down in the nut) 


vice, an a need informati nl whi ch they 


sons who have br 
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t printing. It is true 
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thing abe 
a practi al printer, nor do I P rretend to kn 
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‘AMERON. 
about twenty cents a copy. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Well, at twenty cents a « 
it will fall far below the sum of ten thous 
lars: and hen ce | think the Senator fron 
is talking about that of which 
know 
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t nee I believe it w : 
aithful application of this fand. Iam willing 
pay $10,000 f r the purpose of putting s 


mentinto the hands of those who 
have rights resulting 
it will £0 to the Committee on Pensions 





they will condense them as far as poss : it 

we Siia en print the laws on this subject. 
Mr. JOHNSON. One single word. Sir 

have special acts here almost every dav on cases 


iy be necessary 10} iblis 
} other laws. ; 
CAMERON. I desire to say that the Sen- 
ator from Fiorida, in making ¢ his calculations for 
ing, has gone back to the old law. The Pat 


Report which was « rdered to be printed 





session cost but 25 cents a copy: but yes 
v1 perceive a resolution was p 38: , 
aaee ve our} resent system, | verhaps tha} we may 
return to the old sysiem. 

» merely to say that this is ar 
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! in these laws. I have com- 

most every mail relatin 
d 











I should not have made 4 
the remarks of others. T! 
honorable Senator froth Louisiana [Mr. Jonwsox 


single remark but for 


savs he sees nothing in this book which shot 
not be published. Now, I find that the laws 
in the first thirty-eight pages, and that from sixty 
to one hundred pages are ‘occupied with the opin- 
ions of the Attorney General; but 1 apprehend 

that what the country wan its is the laws, regula- 
tions, and forms; and we do not need the reasons 
upon which the regulations were founded and the 
constructions given; but we do need the constrac- 
tion given to the laws and regulations which he 

been adopted. I hope, therefore, that inatead o ofa 
book of three or four hundred pages, the commit- 
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willeentent themselves with a book embracing 
ee he = s 3 
awa, regulations, and forms, which can be 
me = = : 

"tod in a book of little more than one hundred 


ort 


nares. ; % 
The resolution wasthen referred to the Commit- 


tee on Pensions. 
RESOLUTION. 

Mr. MASON submitted the following resolution, 
which was referred toe the Committee on Military 
\ffairs : 
 pecohwl. That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, 


os niged, at his discretion, and having due regard to the 
author! 


seessities of the public service, to farnish to such persons 
~ may apply for the same, and who design to emigrate to 
Territories either of Oregon, California, or New Mex 

o suel arms and ammunition from the army stores as they 
say require to arm themselves for such expedition. Pro 

od. That the arms and aomuanition so furnished shall net 
caeeel asapply sufficient to arm and equip each persom of 
pe h expedition. Aid provided further, That before the same 
wre deuivered. the actual cost to the Government of such 
vene and ammunition shall first be paid to the United States, 
vod that the Secretary of War shall be satisfied that the per 

cons so applying really and bona fide design them for the nse 
aforesaid. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill to regulate the 
ensions of officers and soldiers who may have 
een, or may be hereafter, disabled while in the 
eerviee of the United States; which was read, and 
lered to be printed. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Claims, 
venorted Llouse bill for the relief of Manuei X. 
Jarmony, without amendment. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported House bil for the rejief ef Isaac 
Shepherd, without amendment. 


VIRGINIA REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the previous 


orders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded 
o consider the bill to provide for the unpaid claims, 
of the ofcers and soldiers of the Virginia State 
and Continental lines of the revolutionary army; 
wil the bill was then postponed, and made the 
order of the day fer to-morrow. 

RIGHT OF WAY. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the previous 
ders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded 
to consider a bill to grant a right of way through 

» public lands in Indiana and Illinois, to the 
Ohio and Mississippi Railroad Company, for the 
purpose of enabling him to lay on the table an 
amendment which he preposed to offer to the bill. 

The arhendment was ordered to be printed, and 
the further consideration of the bill was postponed 
unt to-morrow. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he should to- 
morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the prior orders be 
postponed, and that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the admission of California 
as a State into the Union. 

Mr. NILES thought that if the bill was called 
up now, it would be debated at length, and con- 
sume much time. He said there was a bill, of 
which he had the care—the postage reform bill— 
witch he was very desirous to have acted upon as | 
peedily as possible: The postage bill, he said, 
had been twice up for consideration, and he would | 
like to have it taken up and disposed of to-day. | 
He would therefore move to take up the postage 
iil, if the Senator from Illinois would withdraw | 
his motion. 

The question was taken on Mr. Dovenas’s mo- 
tion, and negatived, on a division—18 voting in the | 
airmative, and 23 in the negative. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Nines, it was agreed to. 


REDUCTION OF THE RATES OF POSTAGE. 


The Senate accordingly proceeded, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to the consideration of the 
bill to reduce the rates of postage and for other 
purposes; the question pending being upon a mo- 
tion by Mr. Cameron to strike out the clause pro- 
viding that papers not weighing more than an 
ounce and a half shall be circulated within the dis- 
tance of fifty miles from the place of publication 
at half a cent postage, and substitute therefor a 


ort 


clause providing that such papers may be sent | loss is about thirteen per cent. 


iS ame ndment, at 
the suggestion ef Mr. ALLEN, by st 
the words “an ounce and a half.” so that any 
paper nvight go free through the mails withi: 


King out 


miles of the office of pablication. 
. Mr. NILES procee déd ta address t} 
on the suliec 





t-matter of the bill generally, and par- 
ticularly in reply to the speech delivered by Mr, 
ALLEN on the same measure some days siuce. 


[For Mr. N.’s speech see Appendix. 

Mr. ALLEN next obtained the floor. 

Mr. PEARCE. | hope the Senator will not 
attempt to proceed to-day. [ desire that this sub- 
ject may be passed by until to-merrow, in order 
that | may make a statement to the Senate, which 
I omitted to do this 
printing for Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN assent d to the propositi nn. 

Mr. PEARCE then moved that the further con- 
sideration of th 


morning, in relation toe the 


e bill be postponed until to-morrow; 
which motion was agreed to 
PRINTING FOR CONGRESS, AGAIN. 

The joint resolution on the subject of the Con- 
gressional printing having been returned to the 
Senate, in accordance with its request, by the 
House of Representatives, and this fact having 
been announced by the Presipinc Orricern— 

Mr. PEARCE. It will be necessary to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was adopted, 

PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution referred 
to by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The motion to reconsider the vote of the Senate 
on passing the resolution was also agreed to, as 


well as the vote ordering it to a third reading. 


The resolution being then before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole— 

Mr. PEARCE. Messrs. Wendell & Van Ben- 
thuysen ave sent to the Senate a paper, which 
was laid upon the Secretary’s table this morning, 
which paper, I understand—for I have not read 
it—contradicts some of the statements which I 
made yesterday in regard to the public printing. 
My purpose now is to reaffirm the statements that 
I have made, and to offer some proof in support of 
them. I stated yesterday that Wendell & Van 
Benthuysen had not complied with their contract, 
inasmuch as they had not furnished paper such as 
they had contracted to furnish—paper of the same 
quality as the sample which they produced; that 
they had not executed the printing in a proper 
manner; that they had not used the pr yper type; 
and that they had so managed the work as to run 
the printed matter over a larger space than has 
ever heretofore been done in the printing for Coii- 
gress, for which work, as they are paid by the 
page, of course they received a larger amount 
than they would be entitled to if the work had 
been done as it has heretofore been done. 

Now, as to the first charge, | have samples of 
the paper which they have used, and of that which 
has been used heretofore, and anybody can see at 





| a glance that the former is very inferior to the lat- 


ter; that the paper, in fact, is so bad that in a few 
years the printing will be elmost oblitérated, and 
very difficult toread. I understand that this paper 
eosts but three dollars and a half a ream, whilst 
pager of the quality that has heretofore been used 
cannot be bought for less than five doliars a ream. 
They also use a different type from that specified 
in the contract. lL understand that the type they 
use is a pica body, with asmall pica face, whereas 
they ought to have used small pica. The etlect of 
this change is, that alihough we have the same 
number of lines in a page, we have not the same 


number of letters in a line; the body of the type | 
The j} 
consequence is, that an equal amount of matter | 


being thicker, the letters are further apart. 


occupies more pages by the use of their type than 
it would if they had used the proper type. 

I have been furnished also with samples of Con- 
gressional printing, done in the proper manner, 
hy two gentlemen who are skillful printers—Mr. 
Haliday, of the Globe office, and Mr. Trenholm, 
of the Union office. They took sixteen pages of 
the printed matter, as executed by the present 
contractors, and set it up in the manner in which 
the Congressional printing was formerly done, and 
it makes thirteen pages and eight lines; so that the 
Had the proper 


through the mail any distance not exceeding thirty | type been used, the matter that is spread over six- 
miles from the place of publication free of postage. |) teen pages would have been embraced in thirtcen 
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Mr. CAMERON modified | 
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pages and a trifle over, and it would have been 
much more creditable to the printers themselves, 
Everybody who looks at their printing can see 
the impression of the types on the opposite side of 
the paper, which is hot the case with the other. 

Well, thisisnotall In the rule-and-figure work, 
Tam told by those upon whom I can rely—lI re- 
ceived my information in regard to this point from 
a gentleman who has long been a member of the 
other Hause, so long that he may be styled the 
father of the House, and who is well acquainted 
with the subject—i was told by him that the rule- 
and-figure work was badly dene. I called the at- 
tention of those two gentlemen whom I have named 
to the rule-and-figure work, and they have given 
me a sample of such work as it was formerly dene 
by the printers to Congress. From these samples 
it appears that the old rule-and-figure work con- 
tains about three times as much matter on a page 
as that which is done by the They 
have, therefore, received about three times as niuch 
pay for that kind of work as they would have re- 
ceived if they had done the work as it has former- 
ly been done. 

Now, in regard to the delay in furnishing the 
documents ordered to be printed, | am informed 
that the Senate have sent orders to the printing 


— ° ee _—_ 


cantractors,. 


office to have a bill or some other paper printed 
and sent up by the following day; and in such 
cases it has been customary with the old printers 
to have the work done and sent up the next morn- 
ing; but these gentlemen, not having their hands 
at work at night, have sometimes delayed sending 
the paper for two or three days. This informa- 
tion I obtained from the office of the Secretary of 
the Senate. I[n regard to furnishing printed copies 
of the President’s message, I observe that it is 
stated in the paper that has been laid on the Sec- 
retary’s table this morning, that they have sent 
up eighteen copies of the message for delivery to 
each Senator. I stated yesterday that I believed 
that three or four copies only had been furnished. 
The fact is, six comes had been furnished, and it 
was not until last night that the remaining number, 
making eighteen copies for each Senator, was sent 
up. Now, U think that the mode of executing the 
public printing requires some regulation—some 
Inquiry, at all events, in order to see if it may not 
be better conducted. That was the purpose which 
1 had in view in proposing the resolution; and 
although I think that the time which the Senator 
from Pennsylvania proposes is rather short, | have 
no objection that his amendment should prevail. 

Mr. CAMERON, I am very sorry that the 
Senator from Maryland had not listened to what I 
said. I stated more than once that there were 
defects in the printing, but that they could be 
readily accounted for. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will remind the Senator that 
it was necessary for me to reply to the statements 
contained in the paper that has been laid upon the 
Secretary’s table this morning, and to show that 
what I stated yesterday was correct. 

Mr. CAMERON. But the Senator is in error 
in some of the statements he has made. The Sen- 
ator must bear in mind that more printing was done 
at the last session of Congress than has ever before 
been done at any one session—much more than the 
gentlemen who undertook the public printing sup- 
posed would be required. In regard to working 
at night, the Senator is mistaken, for they have 
been at work every night, and sometimes even on 
Sundays. In respect to the type that is used by 
these gentiemen, it is not small pica type with a 
pica body, as the gentleman observes, but it is 
small pica type, which the law calla for. In their 
selection of type, however, they would havé done 
better for themselves if they had procured small 
pica of a different number. But, as | have gaid, 
all the difficulties that have arisen will be guarded 
against by the proposals which the Secretary ts 
now authorized to issue, because they contain par- 
ticular specifications as to the size of the ty}, the 
number of lines to be contained in a page, the weight 
of the paper, &c. I have no doubt, therefore, that 
all the objections heretofore existing will be obyi- 
ated under the contract which will be made. 

The Senator has stated that there is a large dif- 
ference between the work as now executed and that 
which has formerly been done for Congress ; but 
he must also remember that there is a large differ- 
ence in the amount paid for the work. 

Mr. PEARCE. I stated further that I had no 
doubt that these gentlemen had made a hard bar- 
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made such hard bargain is the reason why they 
have done the work so badiy 

Mr. CAMERON. lam 
such a herd bargnam, and that the work has not 
been done as it ought toh 
that the imperfections of the work, however, will 
be enarded a rains I propose to insert 
in the resolution next Wednesday week. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I take very litte imterest 
yond that which U fel for the 
continuan ‘ ] revret that they 
d better material, and that the printing 
but, in the first | 


id more printing done than has ever 


tin futere. 


matter be 


fF the system. 


mn this 


hay e not use 


has not been better done; lace, 
we h 


been done for any former Congress; 


ive 


and, not sat- 
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gain; and I suppose that the fact of their having | y in or for his performance o 


“sorry that they made | 


ve been done. I] believe 


isfed with printing merely, we have had a great 
si { aN 
many eneravings executed, and much of the celay | 
that has occurred has been occasione d by the en- 
graving of maps of almost every part of the coun- 
try Ivine between the two oce xu ‘These ventle- 
nen undoubtedly did not anticipate the quantity of 


and they took the 


printing Chat would be require !, 
y should have 


contract at a jow rate than th 

done. ‘Thev did not consider the difference in the 
cost of labor between th place and the pi we 
where they had been accustomed to have ‘their 
work cone etween printing for the National 


' 
i 


Leerslature and a State Legisiature. The system, 
itis true, has not worked entirely as its friends 
expected. It is for 


gentiemen to butld up fortunes in a single year by 


very convenient, doubtless, 


printing for Congress, such os it would take a mer- 
chant a long lietime to 
will be a great many 
ex dients resorted to te accomplish the object. I 


| 1 
as such things exist there 


am, nevertheless, in favor of the present system 


of procuring tive 


. : 
ecumulate; and so long 


publie printing to be done by con- | 


tract. 1 will adhere to the system, come what will, | 
for it isa just and equal one, and Tam not to be | 
told that the contractor cannot procure as ood | 


paper and type as one upon whom especial patron- 
cd. tam told thatabout six hundred 
thousand dollars have been saved to the Govern- 
ment by having our printing done by contract. 


ave iS lavisiie 


Mr. CAMERON. Four hundred and forty 
thousand. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I thank the Senator for | 


giving me the precise amount. The system affords | 


room for competition, and itis for this reason that 
1 desire to see it continued; and I desire to see the 


contract taken by those who will execute the work | 


in such a manner as to give enure satisfaction to 
Convress. But whatever we do, 1 do most de- 
cidediy object to returning to the old rotten system 
of fevoritism. lL hope Congress will not return to 
it, although [think I see in the distance a dispo- 
sition manifested to do so. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I have, on two or three 
former Occasions, expressed views directly ad- 
verse to those expressed by the Senator from New 


York, [Mr. Dickinson.] He speaks of the old | 
system under which the printing of Congress was | 
Su, I con- | 


executed as being rotten and corrupt, 


sider the present system of huckstering and ped- | 


dling out the printing of the two Houses as de- 
cidedly the meanest and most degrading that can 
he devised by Congress. It is offering a premium 
for having the work of Congress executed in the 
worst style. ‘The issuing public advertisements 
Inviling proposals, and yiving the work to the 
lowest bidder, is a practice founded on the rule of 


discarding expedition, peatness, and superiority of | 


execution, or sacrificing them all to the half cent 
principle. Nothing else can be expected than that 
the cheapest material will be provided that can 
be under the contract palmed off upon Congress, 
and that the work will be done in the most 
slovenly manner, and nothing but saving to the 
contractor will be considered, 


Delays will take | 


place, and if the work is slouched over, you have | 


no remedy but a lawsuit. 
ardent advocate of the doctrine which was once 
maintained in this Chamber, that “ to the victors 
belong the spoils,’’ though it is good in its place; 


Sir, [am not a very | 


but lam: the advocate for the rule that the ma- | 


jority in both Houses of Congress, and in either 
House, have a right—a right that is founded in 
jusiice—to have all their officers subject to their 


own supervision and control, no matter what party | 


that majority may be. If the party opposed to me 
have the majority, | would yield to them asan act 


That party is responsible for his performance of 
his duty, and they should have the election of such 
officer. Sir, by the mtroduction of this system of 
peddling and huckstering out the public work to 
the lowest bidder, you may be sure of having the 
work done in an inefficient manner. You offer ,a 
bounty, a premium for mean work, if they will 
only do it cheap. You offer an inducement for 
irresponsible adventurers to offer to underbid the 
regular mechanic, and, if he does not cheat you in 
the work, he will have to cheat his workmen, &c. I 
am in favor of the old system in preference to this. 
I was, when I first eame here, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a public printing office, for the purpose 
of dissolving all connection between Congress and 
the parusan newspaper press here. But, as | have 
vowed ona former occasion, upon this subject I 
have changed my opinion. Experience has con- 
vinced me that the connection is a salutary one, as 
it has influence in keeping the newspapers right 
as well as in keeping Congress right. It is a salu- 
Congress hold a rod over 
the press if it behaved improperly, and then the 
press is a monitor to Congress. 

Now, in respect to our public printers. I have 
paid some attention to the matter, and [ believe 
that Messrs. Wendell & Van Benthuysen have 
performed their work as faithfully as any men in 
the United States could have done, under the terms 
upon which they undertook it, and under the cir- 
cumstances that have existed in relation to it. I 
learn that they contracted for paper according to 
the sample which they furnished to the Secretary 
of the Senate, and which they agreed to print 
upon, but the persons with whom they contracted 
failed to furnish them paper of the same quality, 
and the paper contractors are the persons who are 
to blame in the matter. The public printers had 
this alternative: either to take no paper at all from 
them, and run the risk of getting their supply in 
small parcels from diilerent sources, or to stop 
their work altogether, with ruin staring them in 
the face by a suit on their bond by the United 
States; or to take such paper as they could get. 
I, for one, approve of the course which they pur- 
sued. And I will say further, that, even as it is, 
1 am satisfied they will be losers to perhaps fifteen 
or twenty thousand dollars. And 1 hope that, if 


tary check upon both. 


they make their appeal to Congress to save thern | 


from this loss, it will not be unheard. Ido not 
hesitate to say that I will most cheerfully vote them 
a sum sufficient to cover all their losses, and allow 
them for their labor, and I have no doubt there is 
not a Senator on this floor that will not be equally 
just and liberal. 
Mr. KING. 
sity there is 
Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator from Ala- 
bama, before he goes on, allow me to state a fact 
in reply to the Senator from Pennsylvania. The 
type which is used by our public printers, the 
Senator will find, is such as I have stated. lam 
told, also, that typographical errors abound in their 
work, and the reason of it is, that they have not 
a sufficient number of proof-readers. According 





to the old system, the proof was always read over | 


twice, but that has not been the case under the new 
system. 

“Mr. CAMERON. Will the Senator from Ala- 
bama allow me to add a single word? e 

Mr. KING. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMERON. The public printers always 
keep their hands at work at night when necessary. 
And I will state another fact to show the great 
difference there is between the cost of our printing 
under the present system and under the former 
system. ‘The printing of the Patent Office report 
cost us twenty cents a page. Under the old sys- 
tem, the cost would have been a little over a dollar. 

Mr. KING. I really cannot understand the ne- 
cessity for entering into a discussion, at this me, as 
to the comparative advantages of the old system 


| and the new. Itseemsto me the simple question for 


the Senate to decide is, whether we wuil postpone 
the period for making the contract until the matter 
has been examined into and a report made. We 
shall then be better enabled to determine whether 
we will continue the system or change it. | myself 
am ready to vote for suspending the contract which, 
under the present law, is to be made to-morrow, 


until the matter has been reported upon, for | have | 
| not sufficient information at present to enable me to 


of justice. ‘I'he election of the printer to this body | vote for one or the other; and I desire that those 
in justice belongs to the party in the majority here. || who are acquainted with the business shall prepare 


=. 


Ido not understand what neces- | 
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Feb, 2, 
a report upon it. I hope, therefore, instead 
continuing the discussion upon the meriis of of 
system, we will reconsider the vote by whict = 
resolution was agreed to, and adopt the amends ; 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania extending in 
time sufficiently long to make the NVeStivation 

The question being then taken on the motion 
reconsider, it was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to the consider 
said resolution; when— 

Mr. CAMERON moved that the resolution he 
amended so as to provide for the extension of »),, 
time for receiving proposals for the execution of the 
printing to the 14th of February instead of the “ye 
of March; which was agreed to. — 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be ep. 
grossed and read a third time, and was read q third 
time and passed. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senat 
adjourns, it be to meet on Monday next, 


LEVI H. COLTON. 
On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the bill for the relief of Levi H. Cojtoy. 
which was read a third time, and passed, 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BORLAND asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill for the relief of John Hutehins- 
which was read a first and second time, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


tion to 


ation of 


the 


e 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 2, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, rose, and 


was understood to say, that as this was what was 
known to the rules as ** objection’’ day, (when* 
bills to which no objection was made could be 
acted upon without debate,) he would move that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole, for the purpose of taking up the private 
calendar. 

| Mr. CUMMINSasked the gentleman from Con- 
necticut to waive his motion for a moment, to en- 
able him (Mr. C.) to move to withdraw certain 
papers from the files of the House. 

Mr. ROCKWELL waived his motion for the 
purpose. 

On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files of the House the 
petition and papers in the case of Colonel George 
Brent, deceased. 

Mr. ROCK WELL then renewed his motion. 


DISTRICT COURTS OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, rose, he said, toa 
privileged question. It would be recollected, that 
yesterday the House had laid on the table the bill 
changing the time of holding the district courts of 
the western district of Virginia, and for other pur- 
poses. 

On that motion, he (Mr. B.) had (under misap- 

'prehension) voted in the affirmative. He now 
moved, therefore, to reconsider the vote, He 
hoped that it would be the pleasure of the House 

/to do so, and that even those who were opposed 

to the increase of the salary would vote in favor of 
the other provisions of the bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose to a point of order. 
He desired to be informed by the Speaker whether 
this motion could come up to-day, except by 4 
vote of two-thirds. He hoped that the gentleman 
would let the motion go over. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman had a right 
to make the motion, and to have it entered on the 
Journal. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he had no objection 
to that. He was willing that the gentleman should 
_call the motion up at his pleasure, provided it did 

not interfere with the consideration of privale 
| bills. 

The SPEAKER said the motion to reconsider, 
if any gentleman wished to debate it, would go 
over. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I wish to debate 
f. 
Mr. ROCKWELL insisted on his motion. 


|| The motion to reconsider was entered on the 
|| Journal. 


| Mr.STARKWEATHER asked the gentleman 
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from Connecticut [Mr. Rockwe.] to waive his 
motion for a moment, to allow him (Mr. S.) to 
report & bill for the relief of an old soldier, who 
had lost both legs and one arm. 

Mr. ROCKWELL said he would cheerfully do 
ey but that there were so many applications made 
© him for a similar purpose. He must, therefore, 
gist on his motion. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Roor, of Ohio, in the chair,) 
and proceeded to the consideration of the private 
calendar, under the restrictions imposed by the 
30h rale of the House, which is as follows: 

“On the first and fourth Fridays of each month the eal- 
endar of private bills shall be called over, and the bills to 
the passage of which no objection shall then be made, shall 
be first considered and disposed of.”? 

The committee proceeded to take up bills on the 
calendar, in their order. 

Many bills were objected to. 

A larce number were acted on, and ordered to 
be reported to the House, some with and others 
without amendment, as will be seen below. 

The committee, after remaining in session about 
three hours, rose and reported the following bills, 
without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas T. Gammage; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Boston; 

A bill for the relief of Eve Boggs, widow of 
John Boggs; 

A bill for the relief of Hannah,Kinney, widow 
of Amos Kinney, late of the State of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Dana. 

A bill for the relief of Martha Cameron, widow 
of Christopher Tompkins; 

A bill for the relief of Susannah Prentiss; 

A hill for the relief of Thomas R. Saunders; 

A bill for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget; 

A bill for the relief of Aaron Stafford; 

A bill for the relief of Hector Perkins; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Myers; 

A bill for the reliefof Capt. Alexander McEwen; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Ann Pollard; 

A bill for the relief of Camfield Averill; 

A bill for the relief of John Gawney; 

A bill for the relief of Horatio Fitch; 

A bill for the relief of William Lynch; 

A bill for the relief of Rebecca Freeman; 

A bill for the relief of William Kingsbury; 

A bill for the relief of Sidney Flower, of Lou- 
isiana, and for other purposes; 

_ A bill for the relief of Amelia Covillon, of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of John McIntosh; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Perry; 

A bill for the relief of James Frame. 

Subsequently, the foregoing bills were ordered 
to be engrossed and read the third time, and being 
engrossed, were accordingly read the third time 
and passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


wn 


ment: - 
The bill for the relief of Elizabeth S. Cobbs; and 


Subsequently, when the bill came up for en- | 


grossment— 
Mr. TUCK moved to amend it, by increasing 


the amount of the pension from $15 per month to | 


$29 per month. 
Which amendment giving rise to debate, the 
bill was laid over, under the rule. 


The committee also reported the following bills, |, 


severally with an amendment: 


Senate bill for the relief of the personal repre- | 


sentative of William A. Slacum, deceased; 
Senate bill granting a pension to Bethiah Healy, 
widow of George Healy, deceased; 
House bill for the relief of B. O. Payne. 
Subsequently, the amendment to each bill was 
agreed to. 
They were read the third time and passed, and 
sent to the Senate, 


The committee also reported the bill of the House 


granting the right of preémption to Joshua Holden, | 


with an amendment. 

Subsequently, the amendment was disagreed to 
by the House, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read the third time, and being engrogsed, 


was accordingly read the third time and passed, 


and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
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A message was received fram the Senate re- 
questing the return of the joint resolution of the 
Senate “fextending the time for receiving proposals 
for the printing of Congress:’? when, 

On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the request of 
the Senate was agreed to; and 

The said resolution was accordingly returned to 
the Senate. : 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, (by unanimous 
consent,) in pursuance to previous notice, obtained 
leave and introduced a bill to authorize the issue 
of treasury scrip for one hundred dollars to Eliza 


Johnson, widow of Francis Johnson, late a soldier 


in the army of Mexico; which was read twice. 
Pending the question on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time— 


Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, from the | 


Committee on Enrolled Bills, made a report; after 
which, 


The House adjourned. 


The following are the bills objected to in Com- 


mittee of the Whole, and by whom objection was | 


made: 
An act for the relief of J. W. Nye, assignee of 


P. Bargy and H. Stewart—objected to by Mr. J. | 


A. Rockwe tt. 


A bill for the relief of John P. Converse—by | 


Mr. Danie. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
John H. Piatt—by Mr. Binenam. 

A bill for the relief of B. M. Bouton—by Mr. 
GREEN. 


A bill for the relief of A. H. Patterson—by Mr. | 


Pickin. 

A bill to compensate and reimburse the owners 
and crew of the whaling ship Chandler Price, the 
losses and expenses incurred in ransoming the 
crew of the ship Columbia—by Mr. Dante. 

A bill for the relief of Charles B. Clusky—by 
Mr. Danie. 


A bill for the relief of Henry Gardner and others, 
directors of an association called the New England 
| Mississippi Land Company—by Mr. Toomss. 


A bill for the relief of Mary M. Telfair, heir 


Dickinson. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representative | 
_or representatives of Captain Charles Smith—by 
| Mr. Bow uty. 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 


or heirs of Captain John Mountjoy—by Mr. Bow- 


| LIN. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
the late William Armstrong—by Mr. Greecey. 


A bill for the relief of William Kennedy—by | 
| Mr. Fickcin. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel Petti- 
bone—by Mr. Dickinson. 


A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith, and Nathan || 


Farnsworth—by Mr. Bow ty. 

A bill for the relief of William J. Price—by Mr. 
Fick.in. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Jackson 


The committee also reported, without amend- || —y Mr. Bown. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colonel John H. Stone, an officer of the revo- 
lutionary war—by Mr. Dickinson. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Willis Riddick 
—by Mr. Fickury. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain Sam- 
uel Ransom, an officer of the revolutionary war, 
killed at the battle of Wyoming—by Mr. Bow ty. 

A bill for the relief of Moses Van Campen—by 
Mr. Dickinson. 

A bill for the relief of the inhabitants of the vil- 


| lage of Carondelet, in the State of Missouri—by 


Mr. Hatt, of Missouri. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
Mr. Fickurn. 
A bill for the relief of Ross Winans—by Mr. 


| Pickin. 


A bill for the relief of Elisha Hampton, and 
others, of the State of lowa—by Mr. Green. 

An act for the relief of William H. Prentiss— 
by Mr. Bowuiy. 

An act for the relief of Columbus Alexander 
and Theodore Barnard—by Mr. Danie. 

An act for the relief of George Centre—by Mr. 


| Bow xin. 


An act for the relief of the heirs of John Wall, 


| deceased—by Mr. Lynpe. 


A bill for the relief of John Poe, of Louisville, 
Kentucky—by Mr. Ficxuy, 
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A bill for the relief of James Harley—by Mr. 
Sawyer. . 

An act to provide compensation to William 
Woodbridge and Henry Chipman, for services in 
adjusting titles to land in Michigan, and for other 
purposes—by Mr. Ly NDE. 

A bill to provide for the payment of the passage 
of General Lafayette from France to the United 
States in the year 1824—by Mr. Atkinson. 

A bill for the settlement of the accounts of Cap- 
tain M. M. Clarke—by Mr. Hatt, of Missouri. 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Dawson, James 
Schott and Elisha Dana Whithey—by Mr. Gree- 
LST. 

A bill for the relief the heirs of Wadlugh Noyes, 
deceased—by Mr. Dickinson. 

A bill to satisfy the claim of the legal represent- 
atives of Joseph Reynes—by Mr. Dickinson. 

A bill for the relief of the executors, devisees, 
and the heirs-at-law of Thomas Fletcher, deceased, 
late of the State of Kentucky—by Mr. Dantet. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of War to 
make reparation for the killing of a Caddo bay by 
volunteer troops in Texas—by Mr. Crowetn. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Semoice, a 
friendlyCreek Indian—by Mr. Hau, of Missouri. 

A biil for the relief of Daniel Sampson—by Mr. 
Haut, of Missouri. 

A bill for the relief of Bezbie, Wiseman & Co., 
of Glasgow, in Scotiand—by Mr. Ricuey. 

A bill for the relief of Robert Roberts—by Mr. 
Rumsey. 

A bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll and 
James Clinch, of the city of New Youk—by Mr. 
GREEN. 

A bill for the relief of Polly Carver, executrix 
of Nathan Carver—by Mr. Morais. 

A bill for the relief of Sayles J. Bowen—by Mr. 
Fickuin. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Washington 8S. Bebee—by Mr. Hatt, of Mis- 
sour. 

A bill for the relief of Major E. H. Fitzgerald, 


|| of the United States army—by Mr. Hart, of Mis- 
, | Souri. 
and legal representative of Israel Pearce—by Mr. | 


A bill to provide for the settlement of the claim 
of Henry Luf and John McKee—by Mr. Green. 
A bill to incorporate the Columbian Manufac- 


|| turing Company in the District of Columbia—by 
| Mr. Haus, of Missouri. 


A bill for the relief of Lieut. John E. Bispham, 


| of the United States navy—by Mr. Dickinson. 


A bill for the relief of Francis Moreno—by Mr. 


|| Putnam. 


PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under the rule, 


' 
}| and referred : 


By Mr. HALE: Petitions of Jonathan Crane and 68 others, 
inhabitants of Attleboro’, Massachusetts, and of 8. Hopkins 
Emery and 63 others, inhabitants of Taunton, Massachu- 
setts, for a system of cheap postage, and the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Jacob Mackey and 
49 others, citizens of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, ask- 
ing a modification of the tariff act of 1846. 

By Mr. STROUM: The petition of William A. Spangler, 
and fifty others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the re- 
enactment of the tariff of 1842, with such modifications as 
may be deemed necessary. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: The petition of John W. Jones, aek- 


| ing for relief. Also, the petition of William Ellis, asking for 
}; & pension. 


By Mr. WILEY: The_ petition of Nathan D. George and 
17] others, citizens of Maine, praying for the reduction of 
postage on letters and newspapers, &e., and for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege of members of Congress. 

By Mr. BUTLER: Three petitions of citizens of Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvayja, asking for an immediate modification 
of the existing revenue laws. Aiso, one of like import from 
citizens of Columbia county, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of R. W. Livingston 
and others, citizens of Essex county, New York, praying 
for a uniform rate of postage on letters; fora reduction of 


| postage on letters and newspapers carriéd by mail steamers 
| and packets; and that the franking privilege be abolished. 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: A petition of 
inhabitants of Erie county, Pennsylvania, in favor of cheap 


postage. Also, ten petitions for a mail reute from Lutbers- 


burg, Clearfield county, to Kittaning, Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania, via Smicksburg and Rural Villiage. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satvurpar, February 3, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
THE TREATY WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. STEPHENS rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a resolution 
calling (he said) for important information. He 
asked that it be read. 
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It was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish this House with a correct copy of Tire 


Original treaty of Guadalupe Eidaige, enterca iio on the 
©4 day of February. I848. by Nicholas P. Trist on the part 
of the United States, and Luis G. Cnevas Parnado Couto, 
; mh a¢., 
and Miguel Atristain. on the part of the Republic of Mex 


ico; and particniarly those articles in said ¢ rigimal treaty 
whieh weve sinieken oat or amended by the Senate of the 
United Stat 

Resolved, further, That the President be reqnested to in 
forrn thie House whether there is any evidenee m the Depart 
mentof State of an agreement and assorance made hy onr 


eoromissioners with the Mexican Goverament, before the 
ratification b vd Government of said amendments, sub- 
stantially in the f oveing words, to wil: 

“PROTOCOL 


OF the conference previous to the ratiffeation and change 


of the treaty of peace between Ambrose H. Sevier and Na 
than Clifford, commissioned as Ministers Menipotentiary on 
the part of tire United States of America, and Don Luis de 


ja Rosa, Minister of Foreign and Internal Affairs of the Mex 
jean Republic. 
“Inthe city of Queretaro, on the 26th of the month of May, 


I-4", at a conleronce between their Excellencies N wn 
Clifford and Ambrose H. Sevior, Commissioners of the Uni 
ted States of Amerien, with fall powers from their Govern 
ment to make fo the Mexican Kepublre surtable explanations 
in regard to the amendments which the Senate and Govern 
ment of the said United States have made in the treaty of 
peace, friendship, liontts, and definitive settlement between 
the two Kepublies, signed im the city of Guad vite Hidalgo, 


on the 24 day of Pebraary of the present vear, and fis By 

celleney Don Luis de la Rosa, Ministerot Poreion Affairs of 
the Republic of Mexico, it was ageed, after adequate con 

versation respecting the changes allnded to, to record ia the 
present protocol the following explanations, whieh their 
aforesaid Excellencies the Coramissioners cave in the name 
of their Government, and tn tulfitlment of the commission 
conferred upon them near the Mexican Repuablie: 

‘tet. The American Government, by suppressing the ninth 
article of the treaty of Guadalupe, and substitating the third 
article of the treaty of Louisrana, did net intend to diminish 
in any way what was agreed apon by the atoresaid article 
ninth in favor of the inhabitants of the teriuteries ceded by 
Mexico. tts anderstanding is, that all of that agreement is 
contained in the third article of the treaty of Louisiana, Tn 
consequence, all the privileges and gnarantees, civil, politi 
eal, and religious, which would have been possessed by the 
inhabitants of the eeded territories, if the ninth article of 
the treaty bad been retained, will be enjoved by them, 
without any difference, under the article which has been 
substituted 

“2d. The American Government, by suppressing the 
tenth article of the treaty of Guadalupe, did not, in any 
way, miternd to annul the grants of lands made by Mexico in 
the ceded territories. These grants, netwithstanding the 
suppression of this article of the treaty, preserve the legal 
value which they may possess, and the grantees may cause 
their legitimate titles to be acknowledged before the Ameri 
ean tribunals. 

* Conformably to the law of the United States, legitimate 
titles to ever¢ description of property, personal and real, ex 
isting in the ceded territories, are those which were legiti 
mate titles under the Mextean law in California and New 
Mexico, up to the 13th of May, 1845, and in Texas up to 
the 8d of March, 1836 

3d. The Government of the United States, by sappressing 
the concluding paragraph of article twelfth of the treaty, 
did not intend to deprive the Mexican Republic of the tree 
and unrestrained faculty of ceding, cenveying, or trans 
ferring at any time (as it may judge best) the sum of twelve 
millions of dollars, which the same Government of the 
United States is to deliver in the places designated by the 
amended article. . 

“Aad these explanations having been aecepted by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Mexican Republic, he 
declared in the name of his Government that with the un- 
derstanding conveved by them, the same Government would 
proceed to ratify the treaty of Guadalupe, as modified by the 
Senate and Government of the United States. In testimony 
of which, their Excellencies, the aforesaid Commissioners, 
and the Minister, have signed and sealed, in quintuplicate, 
the present protocol. 


“AMBROSE TH. SEVIER. [1. s.] 

“LUIS DE LA ROSA.” [u.s.] 
Ind be it further resolved, That if such paper is in the 
Department of State, the President be requested to inform 
this House whether said Commissioners, or Plenipotentia 
ries, were empowered to make said explanations and give 
said guarantees, and by what authority they were so empow- 
ered; and whether the said protocol has been submitted to 
the consideration of the Senate of thé United States, and 

been sanctioned by a constitutional majority of that body 
nd be it further resolved, That the President he requested 
to inform this House whether he was aware of the existence 
of such protocol at the time of his proclamation of the final 


“NATHAN CLIFFORD. — [1.8.1 
s.} 
1 


exchange of ratifieations of said treaty on the 4th day of July,, 


1848. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, rose and said it 
was rather a lengthy resolution. He thought the 
House had better have the opportunity of looking 
at it; therefore, he objected to its passage this morn- 
ing. 

Mr. STEPHENS said it was simply a resolu- 
tion of inquiry. It was a very important matter. 
He trusted the gentleman would not object. He 
did not propose to discuss it. It simply called for 
information. He hoped the gentleman would not 
object to its passage, ? 

Mr, HOUSTON. I prefer it should not pass 
to-day. It is too long entirely. I want to have 
the opportunity to examine it. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. STEPHENS. I don’t understand the cen- 
tleman from Alabama to object to its reception ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir, I do. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 
from the Senate to the bill of the Honse entitled 
se An act for the re lie fof William Fuller. ”’ 





— Feb, 3, 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING, 

A message was received from the Senate. «ra.;. 
that it had passed a joint resolution extentine . 
time for receiving the proposals for the ; rintin 
Congress, in which it asked the concurrence of 
House. 
The SPEAKER laid before the Hoy 


zof 


$e the fol. 


Af er some conversation bre tween Mr. HA RAL- lowing communication: 


SON, Mr. HALL of New York, and others, the 
amendments were agreed to, and the title amended, 
o as to read **An act for the relief of William 
Fuller and Charles Savage.”’ 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Senate | 
therew ith. 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, by leave, 


Res ' That the Committee on Pattie Lands be in- 
tracted to inquire gito the expedieney of granting alternate 
ections of | miblic domain Ilving slong the routes for the 

construction of a ratirond tram the mouth of Red river, via 
Cc} OUT parish of Rapides, L.ouisinna,. to the 
mM ible pont on Sabine river: also, fiom Shreeveport 
te Texas line, the most direct and eligible ronte to Mar- 

I: and aleo, from Litthe Rock, in the Strate of Arkansas, 
to the ‘Pexas Tine. in the most direet and eligible route from 
said town, to rksville, in the State of Texas. 


Mr. VINTON, by leave, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill making ap- 

t e of the Post Office De- 
partment, forthe year ending June 30, 1850; whieh 
was read twice. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the bill he committed 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and be 
made the special order of the day for Monday 
next. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved that the said bill be com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, with instructions to said committee, 
first, to consider and dispose of House bill * to 
reduce the rates of postage on letters and news- 
papers, to establish uniform postal charges, and to 
correct the abuse of the franking privilege,’’ so as 
to ascertain, as near as practicable, what amount, 
if any, of additional appropriations will be neces- 
sary, to supply deficiencies growing out of such 
reduction. 

Mr. VINTON inquired whether it was in order, 
upon the question of committing a bill, to move 
Instructions as to some other bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair knows no limit 
to the power of the House to instruct the commit- 
ter, 

Mr. VINTON ecailed for a division of the ques- 
tion, so ns to vote first upon the commitment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Gocery] is entitled to the floor. b 

Mr. GOGGIN. [f the motion to mstruct the 
committee brings up the whole subject of postage, 
{ desire to be heard at Jength upon it. T have 
made various attempts to get the floor to discuss 
I ask the Chair if it will be in order 
for me now to praceed? 

The SPEAKER stated, that this being a private 
bill day, public business could not be debated, ex- 
cept by general consent. If the bill went over, it 
took its place on the file of unfinished business on 
the Speaker’s table, and might not be reached in 
some leneth of time. 

Mr. VINTON. Does the Speaker decide that 
the question may not be taken on the commitment 
of the bill? 

The SPEAKER replied that the question tocom- 
mit could be taken if the previous question were 
moved and seconded. But the gentleman from 
Virginia having obtained the floor, and given notice |; 
of his intention to diseuss the subject, and debate 
upon pubke bills not being in order to-day, the bill 
would lie over upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. VINTON. I hope the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will withdraw his motion. If the bill goes 
upon the table, it may never be reached at all, and | 
appropriations for the Post Office Department may 
not be made by the House at this session. * 

Mr. GOGGIN said it was a subject of complaint | 
on the part of the country that the bill which has 
already been reported for the reduction of postage 
contained no appropriation. They could not pass 
the bill making appropriations for the Post Office | 
Department, until the question of the adjustment | 
of the rates of postage was settled. There wasa 
ceneral desire on the part of the House to reduce 
the rates of postage. There was no more appro- 
priate place for its consideration than upon the 
very bill before the House. 


The bill accordingly lies upon the Speaker’s 


pro} mations tor the servi 


the subject. 


table. || dredging machines, and to pay the balance, if 


To the Senate and House of Representutires: 
At a meeting of the officers of the Senate and i 


Representatives, under the resolution of Congress dire on 
the manner of procuring the printing of the two Hy, aes 
Congress, the Secretary of the Senate notified the hone 
that the Senate had yesterday adopted a joint resointion , r. 


tending the me for reeeiving the proposals for the printins 
of Congress; whereupon, the Seeretary of the Songs... 
Clerk of the House decided, that in consider vziOn of " 
adoption by the Senate of the aforesaid resolution, tie, 
would not open the proposals until it was ascertained yw 
wonld be the decision of the House of Representatiy: 

the Senate’s resolution. And therenpon it was ordered 
that.a meeting of the board should take place on Wednosd w 
next, the 7th instant, and that in the mean time no fuithe, 
proposals shall be received. 


ASBURY DICKINs, 
Secreturu of the “enate 
THOS. J. CAMPBEL! 


Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
February 3, 1849. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Is that matter before 

the House to-day ? 

The SPEAKER. The communication is made 
to the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose to a point of order, 
(fe did not consider this subject fairly before the 
Honse. It did net come up as the regular order 
of business. It was a communication which the 
Spraker had laid before the House for inforno- 
tion: but if it was objected to, he contended i, 
would not be in order to receive it at all. He 
therefore objected to its consideration. 

The SPEAKER said, if objection was made, the 
communication must go over. 

Mr. COBB insisted upon his objection, and 
added, let the officers of the two Houses execute 
the jaw of the land. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 

" MICHIGAN. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill to reduce and graduate the prices of the 
public lands, and for other purposes. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, by leave, presented 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of the Srate of 
Michigan, in favor of the ordinance of 1787, and 
In Opposition to the introduction of slavery within 
any of the territories of the United States now, or 
hereafter to be acquired; which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. STUART, of Mich., it was 

Ordered, That said resolutions be laid upon tire table and 
printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired what was the regular 
order of business for the morning? 

The SPEAKER replied that private business 
was in order to-day; if the House did not proceed 
to it, almost any subject might be taken up. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I move—no motion having 
been made to proceed to private busineas—that the 
House proceed to the consideration of the business 
on the Speaker’s table, in order that we may 
reach the bill relative to the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. TURNER called for the regular order of 
business. 


Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, moved that 


| the House resolve itself into Committee of the 


Whole House. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I hope not. We will spend 
all day upon one bill. 

He called for tellers on the motion of Mr. Rock- 
WELL, who were ordered, viz: Messrs. AsHmuN 
and Turner, and the question having been taken, 
they reported ayes 80, noes 51. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Hovusron, of Alabama, in the 
Chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of bills 
on the private calendar. . 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the bill first in 
order was the bill for the relief of Lyon & How- 

| ard. ; 
| The committee proceeded to the consideration 
| of the said bill. 

The bill (which has been heretofore particularly 


|| notéced in this paper) authorizes the Solicitor of 


'the Treasury to ascertain the value of eertain 





d 


/ 


n 
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1849. 


we which might be found to be due over and 
nae the sums already paid. _ sw 

“Mr. McCLELLAND said, that when this bill 
wos under consideration in 1845—"46, he took 
an interest in it, because then, as now, he was a 
to the system of river and harbor improve- 
ments; and the strongest arguments which had 
oon made against the system were based upon 


the | se : 
cay, the principle of extra compensation beyond 
che estimates of the Topographical Bureau. 

“Mr. McC. then proceeded to examine the pro- 
isons of the bill, to show that the claim was 


fi end 


i+ appropriate was justly due. 


wineiple involved in this very bill: that was to | 


giferent and more extensive in its character than | 
a similar one which had been voted down in | 
j345-"46 by (he believed) a unanimous vote; and | 


that, if there had ever been an instance of an at- 
eempt to swindle the Government of the United 
States, this was one. 

Mr. McC. sent to the Clerk’s table a letter from 
Colonel Abert, Chief of the Bureau of Topograph- 
ical Engineers; which was read. 

Mr. BIRDSALL replied to Mr. McCiexvanp, 
and advocated the bill. He said he knew nothing 


of the case, except from the facts reported by the | 
committee, on which he supposed the House were | 


bound to act. 
the claimants built four dredges under contract 
with the Government, that if they raised a cer- 
tain number of tons per hour, they were to re- 
ceive acertain compensation. The dredges were 
tested, and the amount was certified by two Gov- 
ernment officers. The Government was bound, 
therefore, to pay the stipulated compensation, 
which, it appeared, was some $6,000 more than 
had been received. 
The hour allotted to debate expired. 


On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connec- 
ticut, the bill was laid aside to be reported, with 
arecommendation that it be recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims. 


The committee next proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill for the relief of the widow and 
heirs-at-law of Silas Duncan, late commandant in 
the United States navy. 


No amendment being offered to this bill, it was | 


laid aside to be reported to the House. 
The bill for the relief of Noah A. Phelps being 


under consideration— 

Mr. DANIEL opposed it, on the ground that 
the facts of the case had not been investigated by 
the committee, but that they had reported the bill 
upon the certificate of a jury. 

He moved that the bill be reported, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, explained 
that the principle by which the Committee on 
Claims were governed was not to rely alone upon 
the certificate of a jury, of a balance due from the 


Government; but in case of decision by a court of | 
a point of law, the verdict of a jury under such | 


decision against the Government they considered 
Should be binding against the Government, as it 
would be against an individual. 

Some further conversation and explanation fol- 
lowed between Mr. DANIEL and Mr. ROCK- 
WELL; and some conversation passed between 
Mr. KAUFMAN and Mr. ROCKWELL. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the motion of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Danier,] that the bill be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved so to amend the motion 
as to provide that the bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims, with instructions to report 
the facts of the case to the House. 

Mr. DANIEL accepted the amendment of Mr, 
KavrMan as a modification of his own proposition. 

Mr. POLLOCK contended that no committee of 
this House could possibly give to the case the 
same full examination which it had already re- 
ceived; and that the bill ought to be passed with- 
out further opposition. 

Mr. CROW ELL opposed the modified motion of 


the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Dantec.] | 
There was, he said, no dispute about the facts of | 


the ease. The record disclosed what the facts 
were. The only matter in controversy between 
Mr. Phelps and the accounting officers of the 


treasury was as to a question of law, whether | 


That |; 


| 


certain accounts should be allowed-or not. 


soe of law had been decided in favor of Mr. 
helps, and the sum which this bill proposed to 


it appeared from the report, that | which bill, after debate by Messrs. DANIEL, 





} 


| 


' 


There was no neces- 
-sity to refer the case to a committee to ascertain 
that which was already annarent on the record. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. FICK- 
LIN, Mr. CROWELL, and Mr. ROCKWELL. 

The question was then taken on the modified 
motion of Mr. Danie, and was decided in the 
nevative. 

And the bill was then laid aside to be reported 
to the House. 

The next bill on the calendar was a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Colonel Fran- 
cis Vigo; which, without debate, was laid aside to 
be reported to the House. 

The committee next proceeded to the consid. 
eration of a bill for the relief of Mathews, Wood, 
and Hall; which, after debate by Messrs. DAN- 
IEL, ROCKWELL, and NELSON, was, on 
motion of Mr. DANIEL, amended by striking 
out the amount in the bill of $13,953 29, and in- 
serting $9,000; which amendment was agreed to, 
and the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The next bill considered was Senate bill entitled 
an act for the relief of Jeannette C. Huntington, 
widow and sole executrix of William D. Cheever; 


ROCKWELL, and MURPHY, was laid aside to 
be reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, 

The committee rose and reported their action on 
the above several bills to the House. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with the view of taking up the bill for 
the reduction of the rates of postage; which motion 
was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. NEWELL, by leave, 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pro- 
| cure, for the use of Henry 1. Sibley, Delegate from Wis 

consin, such books as were ordered to be furnished to the 
new members of this Congress by a resolution of the 12th of 
August, 1848. 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of George Hix be 
withdrawn from the files of the House and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. TOMPKINS, by leave, presented the re- 
monstrance of Colonel Peter Pytchlyn, Choctaw 
delegate, against the passage of the bill to unite 
under one government the several Indian tribes 
west of the Mississippi; which remonstrance was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
| the bill for the relief of Elizabeth S. Cobbs, yester- 
| day reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
,and the amendment pending thereto moved by 
Mr. Tuck, viz: strike out the word “ fifteen,’’ 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘ twenty-five,’’ so that 
it would read ‘* be placed on the roll of invalid 
pensions at the rate of twenty-five dollarsa month,” 
&e. 

And the question being put on agreeing to said 
amendment, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The said bill, was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and being engrossed, was 
| accordingly read a third time and passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill from the Senate, entitled ‘* An act for 
the relief of Jeannette C. Huntington, widow and 
sole executrix of William D. Cheever,” this day 
reported from the Comnnttee of the Whole, with- 
out amendment; when the said bill was read the 
third time and passed, and returned to the Senate. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
** bill for the relief of Lyon and Howard,”’ this day 
reported from the Committee of the Whole, with 
a recommendation that it be recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims; when, on motion of Mr. 
McCLELLAND, the said bill was laid on the table. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bills for the relief of the widow and heirs-at- 
law of Silas Duncan, late commandant in the United 
States navy, for the relief of Noah A. Phelps, and 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Colonel 
_ Francis Vigo, reported this day from the Commit- 
| tee of the Whole without amendment; when the 
| same were severally ordered to be engrossed, and 
| being engrossed, were read a third time, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 


| for the relief of Mathews, Wood, and Hall, this 


The House next proceeded to consider the bill | 


' 
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day reported from the Committee of the Whole 
with an amendment, viz: strike out $13,953 292, 
and insert $9,000. 

After debate by Messrs. DANIEL and ROCK- 
WELL— 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and, under the opera- 
tion thereof, the amendment was disagreed to, and 
to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, the said bill was ac- 
cordingly read the third time and passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. CATHCART gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill granting the right of way 
to such railroad and other companies for makiag 
roads as have been or may be chartered in the 
State of Indiana. - 

Mr. HAMPTON, from the Committee on En- 
rolied bills, made a report. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of a bill for the relief of Stoughton A. Fletcher, 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary on 
the Ist instant. 

The question being, ‘Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time?”’ 

Pending which, on motion of Mr. BURT, 

The House adjourned. 


the bill ordered 


PETITIONS, ETC, 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 970 
men, women, and children, inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 
respectfully asking Congress to take measures for effecting 
such change in the Constitution and laws as shall abolish 
slavery throughout the Union, in the manner that may be 
most consistent With justice and the ngtits and interests of 
every section of the country. 

bv Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of citizens 
of Kent county, Michigan, that a mail route be established 
froin Grand Rapids, in said county of Kent, via Alpine and 
Summerville post offices, in said county, to Muskegon Mills 
post office, in the county of Newago; thence, via Newago 
post office, in Newago county,’ and Muskegon Dam, (so 
called.) to Muskegon post office, in Ottawa county. 

By Mr. KENNON: The petition of R. G. Wright and 344 
other citizens of Belmont county, Ohio, praying freedom 
from traffic in the public lands, and a grant of 160 acres of 
Also, the petition of Harlow Wil- 
liams and 37 other citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, pray- 
ing for the free transmission of newspapers by mail fore 
distance of thirty miles. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of William Aymer and 
others, citizens of Essex, New York, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege, and that uniform rates of 
postage be established, and that the postage on letters and 
newspapers carried by mail packets and steamers be re- 
duced, and that there be a free delivery of newspapers and 
letters in large cities and towus . 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: A memorial, 
signed by 300 inhabitants of Pennsylvania, for a mail route 
from Luthersburg, Clearfield county, to Kittaning, in Arm- 
strong county, via Smicksburg, Punxutawney, and Raral 
Valley. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of James 
W. Ward and 340 others, inhabitants of Abington, in the 
State of Massachusetts, praying for cheap postage. Also, 
the petition of Robert Cook and 19 ethers, inhabitants of 
New Salem, in the same State. praying for the same object. 

By Mr. STROHM: The petition of Joseph Brinton and 
56 others, of the State of Pennsylvania, praying for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and all other 
places over which Congress has exclusive jurisdiction, and 
that no new State shall be admitted without an express con- 
dition that slavery shall be excluded, 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of E. H. Field and 150 
others, citizens of Adams and Scioto counties, in the State 
of Ohio, praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of William Danbar and 
other citizens of Knox county, Ohio, asking relief for the 
reénactment of so much of the post office law of 1845 as 
allows the free transmission of newspapers by mail for the 
distance of thirty miles from the place where they are 
printed 

By Mr. GREELEY: The petition of M. H. Plumley and 
116 ether citizens of Madison county, New York, for the 
freedom of the public lands to actual settlers only. Also, 
of 8 women of Meredith, Delaware county, New York, 
asking Congress to abolish slavery wherever it has the power 
to do s». Also, thirteen petitions from citizens of New 
York, asking Congress to exclude intoxicating drinks from 
the navy. Also, ten memorials asking the abolition of flog- 
ging in the navy. . : 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petitions of Samuel W. Haskins 
and 43 other citizens, principally of Williamsburg, New 
York. and also of E. A. Youngs and 12 other ciuzens of 
Brooklyn and New York, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage, and abolithon ef the franking privilege. Also of 
Hon. Jeremiah Johnson and 34 other citizens of Brooklyn, 
praying that ten percent. may be secured to the treasury of 
the United States on all gold obtained in California. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of J. C. Foster and one 
hundred and one others, of ‘Brattleboro’, Vermont, for re- 
ducing the rates of letter and newspaper postage, and for 
abolishing the franking privilege. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Joseph Preston 
and one hundred and thirty-two others, citizens of Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to take immediate 
measures for the prohibition of slavery in the Territories of 
New Mexico and California, and also to exercise all consti- 





|) tutional power to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 5, 1849. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the ‘T'reas- 
ury, made in compliance with a resolution of the 


Senate, showing the construction given to the act of 


1846, in relation to duties accruing and collected on 
importations, and w hich is paid by any country at 
the place of exportauon; which was laid on the 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report from the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, similar to 
that presented in the House of Representatives on 
Saturday, stating that they had postponed the ex- 
amination of the contracts for the printing of Con- 
gress, until Wednesday. to allow time for the two 
Houses to act finally on the subject of the joint res- 
olution extending the time for receiving proposals. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the memorial of William S. Crodey and John 
Drew, representatives of that portion of the Cher- 
okee nation known as the ** Old Settlers,’”’ asking 
that provision may be made for paying out, of the 
moneys appropriated for their benefit, all debts 
which, on examination, may be found due by them; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 
VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS 

VERY. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the following resolu- 

tions, passed by the Legislature of Virginia: 


RESPECTING SLA- 


Whereas the institution of slavery was fully discussed in 
the Convention which tormwed the Constitution of the United 
States, and the rights of slaveholders recognized and pro 
tected by the provisions Of that instrument, and without the 
compromises then solemnly eutered into, the union of the 
Btaies never could have been formed; and whereas the 
General Assembiyv of Virginia, regarding what is known as 
the * Wilmot proviso” as in palpable disregard of the com- 
promises of the Constitution, did on the sth day of March, 
1847, adopt a series of resolutions, distinctly indicating the 
course Which the State of Virginia would pursue in the 
event of its passage by the Congress of the Upited States, 
as applicable to territory to be acquired from Mexico; and 
whereas the present General Assembly have seen with deep 
coucern a disposiuen manifested by the House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States to violate the principles em- 
bodied in said resolutions, and to make stil further aggres- 
sions upon the ngiits of the southern States: under these 
circumstances, this General Assembly deem the oceasion fit 
to reatiirm said resolutions, aud most respectiully, but most 
earnestly, to call the attention of all those who are attached 
to the union of the States to the serious and inevitable con 
sequences Which must follow such action upoa the part of 
the General Government: Le it theretore, 

1. Resolved ly the General Assem! iy of Vircinia, That, after 
the fullest reéxamination and recousideration of the reso- 
lutions adopted on the Sth of March, 1847, by this body, we 
do consider satd resolntions as founded in truth, consonant 
with the Constitution, and conducive to its preservation, and 
theretore we feelitto be our indispensable duty tu adhere 
to and reatlirm thei, us follows 


** Resolutions relative to the prohibilion ty the Congress of the 
United States of slaves terrtlory lo be « cquired by 
conquest or treaty.—{ Adopted Mareh 8, 1&7.) ; 
“1, Be it resolved, unanimously, by the General Assembly of 

Virginia, That the Government of tie Uvited States has no 


im an 


control, directly or indirectly, mediately or immediately, | 


over the institution of slavery, so as lo impair the rigits of 
the slaveholhier; and that, in taking any such control, it 
transcends the limits of its legitimate functions, by destroy- 
ing the internal Organization of the sovereignties who cre- 
ated it. 

“2, Resolved, unanimously, That all territory which may 
be acquired by the arms of wie United States, or yielded by 
treaty with any foreign Power, belongs to the several States 
of this Union, as their joint and common property, in which 
each and all have equal rghis; and that the enactment, 
by the Federal Government, of any law which should di- 
rectly, or by its eflects, prevent the citizens of any State 
from emigrating, with their property, of whatever descrip 
tion, into such territory, would make a discrimination un- 
warranted by and in violation of the compromises of the 
Constitution and the rights of the States from which such 
citizens emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect ¢ quality 
that belongs to the several States as members of this Union, 
and would tend directly to subvert the Union itself. 

“3. Resolved, ‘That it, in disregard alike of the spirit and 
principles of the act of Congress on the admission of the 


state of Missouri into the Union, generally known as the | 


Missouti compromise, and of every consideration of justice, 
of constitutfonal right, and of fraternal feeling, the fearful 


issue shall be foreed upon the country which must result | 


from the adoption and attempted entorcement of the Wilmot 
proviso as an act of the General Government, the people of 
Virginia can have no difficulty in choosing between the only 
alternatives that will then remain—of abject submission 
0 aggression and outrage on the one hand, or determined 
resistance on the other, at all hazards and to the tast ex- 
tremity. 
4. Resolved, unanimously, That the General Assembly 
holds it to be the duty of every man, in every section of this 
Confederacy, (if the Union is dear to him,) to oppose the 
passage of any law, for whatever purpose, by which terri- 
tory to be acquired may be subject to such a restriction. 

“5. Resolved, unanimously, That the passage of the above 
mentivied provisu makes it the duty of every slavehoiding 


Tr) 


State, aud of all the citizens thereof, as they value their 
dearest privileges, their sovereignty, their mdependence, 
their rights of property, to take firm, united, aud concerted 
action in this emergency.” 

Il. Resolved, ‘hat we regard the passage of a law by the 
Congress of the United Suites, abolishing slavery or the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia as a direct attack upon the 
institutions of the southern States, to be resisted ai every 
hazard. 

lil. Resolved, Thatin the event ofthe passage by Congress 
of the “* Wilmot Proviso,’ or any law abolishing slavery or 
the slave trade in tie District of Columbia, the Governor of 
this Commonwealth is requested immediately to convene 
the Legislature of this State (if itshail have adjourned) to 
consider of the mode and measure ot redre 

IV. Resolved, ‘That the Governor of this Commonwealth 
be requested to send a copy of these resolutions lo each of 
the Siates of this Union, and also to our Senators and Rep- 
reseulauives in Congress. 

Mr. HUNTER, in presenting the above resolu- 
tions, said, I present to you a series of resolutions 
recently passed by the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia in relation to the subject of slavery. Some 
two years since, that State felt it to be her duty, 
under the circurnstances which surrounded her, to 
declare her opinions as to the right of Congress to 
prohibit slavery in territory to be acquired either 
by conquest or treaty. ‘These resolutions denied 
the power of Congress **to control, directly or 
indirectly,”’ the insutution of slavery, so as to im- 
pair the rights of the slaveholder; they declared 
that the territory to be acquired by the United 
States from any toreign Power would be the com- 
mon property of tue States, and that any Federal 
legislation which directly or indirectly prevented 
the citizens of any of the States from emigraung 
to it with their property, of whatever description, 
would violate the Constitution and the rights of 
the States, would derogate from that perfect equal- 
ity which belongs to the States of this Confederacy, 
and tend to subvert the Union itself; they pro- 
claimed that if the Wilmot Proviso should be 
adopted, in disregard of the spirit and principles 
of the Missouri compromise, aud of every consid- 
eration of right, jusuce, and fraternal feeling, the 
people of Virginia could have no difficulty in 
choosing between the only alternatives that would 
then remain—of abject submission to aggression 
and outrage on the one hand, or determined resist- 
ance on the other, at all hazards and to the last 
extremity. ‘They declared it to be the duty of 
every man from every section of this Confederacy, 


if he loves the Union, to oppose the passage of | 


such a law; and, in the event of its enactment, 
they warned the slaveholding States, and every 
ciuzen thereof, that it would be their duty, as they 
valued their dearest privileges, their sovereignty, 
their independence, and their rights of property, 
to take firm, united, and concerted action 1n that 
emergency. Such were the resolutions unani- 
mously adopted by the General Assembly of Vir- 
giniain 1847. Since that period, there have been 
two general elections by the people; and again, at 


the present session of the Legislature, these reso- | 


lutions have been solemniy reatlirmed, with the 
addition of another, made necessary by the prog- 
ress of events. ‘That resoluuion declares it to be 


the opinion of the General Assembly, that any 


‘*law abolishing slavery or the slave trade in the | 


‘ District of Columbia would be a direct attack 


‘upon the institutions of the southern States, to | 


‘be resisted at every hazard.”’ 


‘The adoption of these resolutions, Mr. President, | 


was perhaps due from the State, not only to the 
rights of her own citizens, but to the Union, which 
she has ever sought to cherish and preserve. If 
she entertained these opinions, it was her duty to 
warn her sister States of her feelings and inten- 
tions in the most solemn form known to her pro- 
ceedings. 

‘To manifest the sincerity of her desire to pro- 
mote concord, she approaches her confederates 
not only in the spirit, but in the very language of 
compromise, and submits to their consideration 
the tearful alternatives between which she must 
choose if she cannot be permitted to retain her po- 
sition of equality in this Union, even by the sac- 
rifice of a portion of her rights and interests. It 
was once—it may be, perhaps, still—within the 
range of possibility that such a course on the part 
of all the southern States might induce a pause in 
the progress of what we feel to be aggression and 


insult, however differently it may have been in- | 


tended. At any rate, it 1s due trom Virginia to 
make every efiurt to save both the Union and the 
indispensable rights of her people. 


It is due from | 
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exists. In almost every battle of the Revolution 
from the Heights of Abraham to the " Hap 
Georgia—from what was then the nels at 
west—from Kaskaskia and Vincennes to i 
and the Carolinas—her blood was poured ”s 
the extent of her means, her treasure 
expended. 

She not only sacrificed to make, but 
maintain, the union of the States. To secure jy. 
mony and promote fraternal feelings, she ceded 
away her northwestern territory, and submitted , 
conditions which gave, forever, the prepondera; ee 
of political power to the non-slaveholding States. 
so little was she jealous of their progress, or dot 
ful of their disposition at all times to do her jusiice, 
Under all circumstances, and at all times, she has 
manifested her attachment to the Union. She a 
reared her sons to cherish and revere it as, orjo;. 
nally, it was formed. It has ever been as a house. 
hold word with us—sacred for its domestic asco. 
ciations, and which never passed the li, 
did not stir the heart. 

Sir, we have been taught to believe that oy, 
Constitution, if ddministered truly, and in as Nivit 
of justice and fraternal feeling, contained mors 
securilies for human happiness and the liberty of 
the citizen than any other instrument ever devised 
by the art of man. But the Union which we loye 
is a confederacy of equals. The Constitution 
which we cherish makes no invidious distinetiog 
between States or citizens, but distributes equally 
its blessings and its burdens. Such is the Union 
and such is the Constitution which the blood of 
our fathers was shed to procure; end shall their 
sons so far fail in reverence to it as to agree to the 
subversion of the very principle which lies at the 
foundation of the structure? Sir, this cannot, 
ought not to be. The South cannot consent to be 


: and, lo 
Was as free] 
 f 


also to 


ates. 


3 that it 


| made the Jamaica or even the Ireland of this Con- 


federacy, without an effort to prevent it. It would 
not be for the glory or even for the interest of the 
non-slaveholding States to force us to such ex- 
tremities if they could. Sir, they can have no 
interest in forcing us to extremities; and I believe 
that they would pause in that progress which is 
inevitably leading to such a result, if they under 
stood fully how we think and feel on this sub- 
ject. Alas! sir, that it should be so; but we have 
ceased to study and consider the feelings and 
opinions of each other in the true spirit of fraternal 
atiection. 

Mr. President, | know not what effect these 
resolutions may produce in other States—very 
little, | fear; but they at least contain food for re- 
flection. Sir, itis a grave occasion when one of 
the States of this Union feels bound to speak out 


| in such language as that of these resolutions. It 
_was in March, 1773, that the messengers of Vir- 
| ginia and Massachusetts crossed each other as they 


bore mutual propositions for the establishment of 


| committees of correspondence for the maintenance 


and preservation of their rights. Such were the 
feelings which passed between Virginia and Mas- 
sachusetts at that day. It was in March, 1847; 
that the General Assembly of Virginia warned its 
sister slaveholding States that, in a certain emer- 
gency—we all know how near it may be—it would 
be their duty, as they valued their dearest privi- 


| leges, to take firm, united, and concerted action. 


_ tending? 


Whither are we 
1 think | know where we are; but who 
can tell whither we are going? I have neither the 
will nor the power to draw the curtain which veils 
the future. [ shall endeavor to discharge the du- 


Mr. President, where are we? 


'Aies of to-day, and to look for consequences to- 


morrow, well knowing that *‘ there is a destny 
which shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we 
may.” Itis enough for me to know that I am 
pursuing the path marked out for me by my State. 
Where she leads I will follow, wherever it may 
carry me. One thing I know and gratefully ac- 


knowledge: I know it to be her purpose to protect 


the rights of her sons by all the means in her power. 
She has said it, and shall she not do it?) Thereis 
no true son of hers who would not bow his head 
in shame if he believed that she would not make 
good her word to the full extent of her ability. It 
is neither for individuals nor States to command 


| success; but it depends upon themselves to pursue 


her, because no State has contributed more than || 
_ She did to make and maintain the Union as it now | 


the path of honor, wheresoever it may lead. Some 
things they will thus certainly secure. They will 
secure their self-respect and reputation: these are 
the Priceless possessions which I understand my 
native State to promise to defend at all hazards, 
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ve last extremities. 1 move that these res- 
olutions be read and printed. 

The motion of Mr. HunTER was agreed to, 

RESOLU TLONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented reso- 
irons adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana, instructing their Senators and requesting 
their Representatives to use all reasonable exer- 
cons to have a foundry and armory established in 
the town of Algiers, in that State; which was read 
and ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
. tee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. J. also presented resolutions of the same, 
nstructing their Senators and requesting their Rep- 
vesentatives to use their best exertions to procure 

jassave of a law to — to the State of Lou- 

iciana the amount expended in the completion of 
the raccourct cut off in the Mississippi river; which 


2. 


and to tl 


mi 


r 


the } 


were read, ordered to be printed, and referred to the | 


Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. J. also presented resolutions adopted by 
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, in favor 
of the passage of a law making the practice of 
te oss : 
United States in all civil cases, whether in the 


common law or the” equity side of said court, | 


conform to that of the district courts of the said 


State; which were referred to the Committee on | 


the Judiciary. ! 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented resolutions, passed 
by the Legislature of the State of I}linois, instruct- 


ing their Senators, and requesting their Represent- | 
g ; 
atives, to procure the passage of an act to direct 


the Secretary of War to select a suitable tract of 
land upon Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, for 
the site of the necessary buildings for a marine 
hospital, with the necessary appurtenant grounds, 
and directing the sale of the remainder of the lands 
upon said island, in small quantities, at public sale, 
the proceeds to be appropriated to the establish- 
ment and support of said hospital; which was 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. BREESE. I have a similar communication 
to that presented by the Senator from Illinois to 
offer, in connection with which | beg leave to sub- 
mit the following resolution, and ask its immediate 


consideration: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


t inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine hos- | 


pital on Rock Island, am the State of Illinois, and appropria- 
ting the buildings thereon and the lands of the United States 
there situate lor that purpose. 

Rock Island was the site of Fort Armstrong, 
and has been abandoned in consequence of state- 
ments submitted at the last session of Congress to 
the Secretary of War. ‘There are many good 
buildings within the fort that might be converted 
into a marine hospital; and, as the land surround- 
ing the buildings is valuable, it could be divided 
into lots and sold, and a fund thereby obtained for 
the support of such an hospital. 

The resolution was then considered and agreed 
to. 
Mr. BORLAND presented resolutions adopted 
by the General Assembly of the State of Arkan- 
sas, asking forthe establishment of a mail route 
from Rock Roe, in that State, to Boonville, in Mis- 
souri,and from St. Louis, Missouri, via Batesville, 
to Littie Rock, Arkansas; which were read and re- 
on to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
wads, 


Mr. B. also presented resolutions adopted by the | 


same, asking for a donation to the States in which 
they lie, one-tenth of the public lands, for the pur- 
poses of education, internal improvements, &c.; 
which were read and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. B. also presented resolutions adopted by the 
same, asking for the passage of an act to continue 
the surveyor’s office in that State; which were read 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition from Peter 
H. Morgan and George G. Bishop, administratgrs 
of John Arnold, asking the extension of a patent 
for an improvement in the mode of manufacturing 
cloths; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Princeton, New Jersey, praying for a re- 
duction of the rates of postage, and the abolition 


ag franking privilege; which was laid on the 
table. 


law in the circuit and district courts of the | 


| 
| 











Mr. RUSK presented a petition from Nathaniel 
Lewis, asking compensation for forage and sub- 


| sistence furnished to a company of Texas rangers; 


which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from ciu- 
zens of West Turin, New York, praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Constableville 
to the store of S.C. Thompson, in that place; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from nine 
members of the Legislature of Illinois, asking for 
a right of way through the public lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from the east border 
of the State; which was referred to the Committee 


| on Public Lands. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from inventors 
and others, citizens of New York, praying for a 
modification of the patent laws; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents. 


CLAIMS ON TEXAS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted additional doc- | 
uments in favor of the claim of George W. Norton 
and E. P. Norton, claimants on the late Republic 
of ‘Texas; and in doing so, he said: I have received 
from G. W. Norton and E. P. Norton some papers 
in support of a petition heretofore presented in their 
behalf. ‘The petition asks that Congress will pay 
a bond which they held against the late Govern- 
ment of Texas; and this additional petition is ac- 
companied with a statement of some facts to which 
1 wish to call the particular attention of the Sena- 
tors from Texas and the Senate also. 

The petitioners submit a bond, sir, or a copy of 
it, for thirty-seven hundred dollars; and exhibit 
also a receipt given for this bond by Mr. J. M. 
Swisher, Auditor of the now State of ‘Texas. In 
this receipt, given by Mr. Swisher, it is set forth 
that this money was available to Texas at the rate 
of twenty cents in the dollar only; so that it would 
seem, according to this receipt, that the Govern- 
ment of ‘Texas only intend to pay the holders of 
the bond twenty cents in the dollar. The bond on 
its face asserts to have been issued in favor of a 
Mr. Charles Demorse, or order, a stock commis- 
sioner. It is for so much money, payable with 
interest, at the pleasure of the Government, from 
and after 1846. 

As this matter has been before the Senate in vari- 
ous ways, it becomes a question of great import- 
ance whether, according to the laws of Texas at 
the time this money was furnished, there was any 
law in force which required that it should be scaled 
according to the receipt the oflicer of the Govern- 
ment of Texas now turnished to the holder of the 
bond? During the last session of Congress, in 
reference to. the claim of Leslie Combs, a petition 
was presented and referred upon this identical sub- 
ject. A resolution was then adopted requiring that 
information should be obtained with regard to the 
character of these claims—one of which is now 
presented—against this Government, growing out 
of the contracts made by the late Republic of Texas. 
That resolution was laid before the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the 18th of April last, but no re- 
sponse has been made to it; so that as yet no inform- 
ation upon this interesting subject has been ob- 
tained from any source whatever. I mention these 
facts, sir, in the hope that my friend who sits near 
me from Texas [Mr. Houston]—if he is pleased 
to communicate anything on the subject—may state 
whether these bonds are to be scaled according to 
the receipt given by Mr. Swisher? I will read this 
receipt for the benefit of the Senate: 


No. 43.] Publicdebt of the late Republicof Texas. [lst class. 


This is to certify that George W. Norton has, under the || 


provisions of the act of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 


entitled * An act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the | 


late Republic of Texas,” approved March 20, 1848, filed with 


the Auditor and Comptroller eight per cent. easury bonds || 


created by act of Sth February, 1840, with interest unpaid 
from Ist January, 1841, amounting to three thousand and 


seven hundred doilars; the interest on which, at eight per | 
cent. to the Ist day of July, 1849, amounts to two thousand | 
Said claim, according to | 
the date before us, was issued by the late Government of | 
‘Pexas at twenty cents on the doliar, or was at that rate so | 


five hundred and sixteen dollars. 


available, making the principal equal to seven hundred and 


forty dollars, and the interest at the same rates equal to five | 


hundred and three dollars tWenty cents, in par funds. 


In testumony whereof, we have hereto set our hands and | 


affixed our seals of office at Austin this 28th of November, 
1848. JOHN SWISHER, -4aditor. 
James B. Suaw, Comptroller. 


The last clause is the part I do not understand, 
and about which I desire to obtain information. 
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It would appear, according to the receipt, that 
the debt of thirty-seven hundred dollars, although 
payable to the order of Mr, Demorse, the stock 
commissioner, was to be discharged, in the hands 
of the bona fide holder, by the payment to the 
assignee of seven hundred and forty dollars, being 
a discount of four-fifths of the debt. y 

I should like to know whether there was any 
law of Texas in force at the time the debt was con- 
tracted which contemplated the reduction of the 
debts of that republic to sums less than those ex- 
pressed upon the face of her bonds, upon any con- 
tingency. If there be any such law, I wish to be 
informed of its provisions, and the contemplated 
contingencies upon which it was to operate, so as 
to reduce the claims of creditors to one-fifth part of 
their original amounts. 

Mr. U. concluded by movine the reference of 
the papers to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Mr. President, | move to 
lay the papers presented by the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky on the table, inasmuch as the 
Committee on the Judiciary have already asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject to which these papers refer. | also make 
this motion for the purpose of disposing of this 
matter immediate ly, in order that we may proceed 
to the consideration of the bill reducing the rates 
of postage. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, 1 was 
not aware that the Committee on the Judiciary had 
asked to be discharged from the consideration of 
this subject. 

‘The* question on Mr. Westcortr’s motion to 
lay the papers on the table was taken, and the 

| motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, | would say, 
in reply to the Senator from Kentucky, that when 
the liabilities referred to by the Senator were origi- 
nally incurred, Texas noteg and bonds were depre- 
ciated to twenty cents on the dollar. The deprecia- 
tion of ‘Texas funds commenced in 1838, and it 
continued to depreciate until, in 1841, issues were 
made at the rate of ten cents on the dollar, when 
the liabilities of the Government were postponed 
on their payment, and a new currency created, 

which existed, and was at par when Texas was 
| annexed to the Union as a State. These issues of 
| five for one, as it was called, were made according 
| to the will of the Executive, and without any au- 
thority of law that | am apprised of. 1 presume 
it is the intention of the Government of ‘l'exas to 
redeem her habilities agreeably to principles of 
equity, and to make her payments according to the 
considerations for which all her obligations were 


|| incurred. 


PRESIDING OFFICER. The documents pre- 
sented by the Senator from Kentucky have been 
laid upon the table, and there is no motionsnow 
before the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I merely make this explana- 
tion for the purpose of enabling the Senator from 

| Kentucky to understand how itis that these claims 
have been thus graduated. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary having asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of this sub- 
ject, | would ask leave to withdraw the original 
papers from the files of the Senate, as well as to 
withdraw the papers which have just been laid on 
the table. 

The leave asked for was granted by unanimous 

| consent, and the papers were withdrawn by Mr. 
| UnDERWoop. 


PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Select Committee of 
the two Houses of Congress to make arrangements 
as to the manner of counting the votes of Presi- 
dent and Vice President, reported the following 
resolution: 

Resoived, That the two Houses will assemble in the Cham 
ber of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, the 4th 
instant, at 12 o’clock, and the President of the Senate shail 
be the presiding otlicer; that one person be appointed a 
teller on the part of the Senate, and two onthe part of the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the votes as they 
shail be declared ; that the result shall be delivered to the 
President of the Senate, who shail announce the state of the 
|| vote, and the persons elected, tothe two Houses assembled 
as aforesaid, which shall be deemed a declaration of the per- 
sons elected President and Vice President of the United 
States, and, together with a list of votes, be entered ou the 
Journals of the two Houses. 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the resolution 
| was considered and agreed to. 


| On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the Vice Presi- 
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dent was authorized to appoint a teller on the part 
of the Senate; whereunon 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Cray- 
TON. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ATHERTON, from oe 
Finanes 5 re porte j the buiil making approy riations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenditures of the 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1850, 
with amendments. 

Mr. ATHERTON eave notice that he would at 
the eArliest opportunity, probably to-morrow, ask 
the Senate to proceed to the consideration of this 
bill. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Truman Cross; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Vir. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office 


the Committee 


and Past Roads, reported the bill to define 
the period of disability imposed upon certain bid- 
ders for mail contracts, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill; which was considered, read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, reported the bill for the 
relief of Antonio Pacheco, without amendment, 
with a recommendation that the bill do pass. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, asked that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill to revive 
and extend the provisions of an act entitled * An 
act to settle the title to certain tracts of land in the 
State of Arkansas,” and that it be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. RUSK presented the following resolution; 
which was considered and acreedsto: 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee on Military Affairs be 
tnetructed to inquire intothe expediency of an appropriation 
to be made by Congress for the purpose of enabling the Presi- 


dent to make compensation for secret services rendered 
during the war with Mexico. 


DIPLOMATIC PLEDGES TO MEXICO. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I have a reso- 
lution which I desire to oiler, if it be in order to 
submit it at thistime. It is a resolution simply 
of inquiry, on the subject matter of which I do not 
intend now to make any remarks, except to ex- 
press a hope that the Senate will adopt 1t. 

‘The Secretary read the resolution sent up by the 
honorable Senator, of which, as it was then offered, 
we could not obtain a copy, but which was subse- 
quently modified as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to have laid 
before the Senate, in Executive or open session, in his dis 
eretion, any instruction given to Ambrose H. Sevier and 
Nathan Clifford, commissioned as ministers plenipotentiary 
on the part of the United States to the Government of Mex 
ico, or to either of said ministers, prior to the ratification by 
the Government of Mexico of the treaty of peace between 
the United States and that Republic. Also, the correspond 
ence and explanations, if any, which said ministers had 
With or gave to the Republic of Mexico, or any ministers 
thereot, touching the elector meaning of amendments made 
by the Senate of the United States to the origiual treaty as 
concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo on the 2d February, 15418, 
whether such correspondence or explanations were before 
the ratification thereof by the Mexican Government or alter 
such ratification, and before or Coutemporaneous with the 
exchange of ratifications, and particularly as respects amend- 
ment aflecting the ninth, teath, and twelfth articles. Also, 
any protocol or other paper signed by said Sevier and Clif- 
ford and any minister of the Mexican Republic, it any such 
there be, explaining or affecting, or attempting to explain or 
affect, the treaty as ratified by the Senate of the United 
States; avd also all communications had with the Mexican 
Government, or any minister or ministers thereof, on the 
part of our uithisters, as well as all communications bt tween 
our ministers and the Government of the United States 
touching the effect of the amendments made by the Senate 
of the United States in the aforesaid original treaty. 


Mr. HANNEGAN. If the resolution can be 
passed without any debate whatever, | shall have 
no objection to its passage at once; but if it is to 
give rise to debate, | shall ask that it may be laid 
over under the rule. 

Mr. MANGUM. I remarked when I offered 
the resolution that I did not desire at this time to 
make any observations upon it. It may be a mat- 
ter of but litthe moment, or it may be a matier of 
great delicacy; but, in the absence of the informa- 
tion for which the resolution calls, | repeat that 
I have no desire now to go into any discussion 
upon it. 

Mr. ALLEN. [tis usual in matters of this sort 
to let measures take theirordinary coarse, by which 
this resoluuon has to lie on the table one day for 


consideration. I trust, sir, that that course will 
be taken. : 

Mr. TURNEY. I hope the honorable Senator 
from Ohio will withdraw his opposition, and let the 
resolution pass atonce. This subject has already 
been made a matter of discussion in the newspa- 
pers, and it is right that a correct history of it 
should be made known to the public. Lam in 
favor of the passage of the resolution, and think it 
iS unnecessary that it should lie over; and there- 
fore | again express the hope that the Senator will 
withdraw his opposition to its immediate passage. 

Mr. ALLEN. I spoke, sir, purely in reference 
to the importance of conforming our action to our 
rules, not as having any particular objection to the 
resolution, because I really only heard about one- 
third of it read, the other two-thirds having been 
read before my attention was called to it. I will 
be governed altogether in this matter by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations. If 
he has no objection, of course L will withdraw the 
objection which | made. 

Mr. MANGUM, in a conversational tone to 
Mr. Hannecan, made some explanation, which 
did not reach the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. I presume there will be 
no difficulty at all in obtaining the information 
called for by this resolution, but] would simply 
suggest to the honorable Senator from North Car- 
olina the propriety of submitting his resolution in 
i:xecutive instead of in public session; otherwise 
he will be placing it at the discretion of the Exec- 
utive, or throwing, as it were, the responsibility 


on him to select either the Executive or open ses- 
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sion to which to communicate his answer. | hope | 


my friend fiom North Carolina will act upon my 
sucgestion, and reserve his resolution for an Ex- 
ecutive Session, 


Mr. MANGUM. 


I have no purpose that can- | 


not be answered by the selection of either an open | 


or an Executive session. I supposed that no ques- 
tion of propriety could here arise; for | regard all 
matters counected with this treaty as now consum- 
mated. ‘The injunction of secrecy is now removed, 
and therefore it is wholly immaterial whether the 
subject is acted upon in Executive or in open ses- 
sion. 1 can conceive no responsibility that can 
arise from its consideration at the present time. 
‘There is no covert purpose in this matter—no pur- 
pose whatever, except simply to get the informa- 
tion which the resolution calls for. ~ 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Lask that the resolution 
niay take the usual course, and lie over unul to- 
morrow. 1am satisfied that that will be the best 
course. 

Mr. MANGUM. As some importance seems 
to be attached to the mode of introducing the reso- 
lution, Which Lam entirely unable to understand, 
1 will withdraw it for the present, and | will renew 
it when the Senate shall go into Executive session. 

Mr. TURNEY. 1 hope the Senator will not 
withdraw it. ‘There is no necessity for an Execu- 
tive session. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. The objection does not 
come from this side of the Chamber to its consider- 
ation in legislative session. I feel it due to the 
Administration, and I feel it due to myself, to say 
that the objection to its consideration in open ses- 
sion, and in favor of an Executive session, was 


made on the suggestion of gentlemen on the oppo- | 


site side of the Chamber, and it was in compliance 
with the principle of courtesy to them that I de- 
sired the Senator to withdraw it and present it in 
Executive session. 

Mr. MANGUM. I find, sir, that many of my 
friends on this side of the Chamber desire that this 
resolution shall he over until we shall go into Ex- 
ecutive session, when we may adopt it. I will 
therefore conseut to its being laid over. 

The resolution was laid over accordingly. 

REDUCTION OF THE RATES OF POSTAGE. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, there is a bill 
which was introduced at the beginning of the ses- 
sion—a bill of considerable importance—which I 
would like to have called up to-day. It is the 


bill making compensation for carrying the mails | 


across the isthmus of Panama. 
have that bill voted upon now, so as to accomplish 


something. I would move to have that bill taken 
up now. 


Mr. ALLEN. 
membered that the post office bill was under con- 


1 would like to | 


Mr. President, it will be re- | 


' tration came into power. 





Feb, 5, 
that it was not disposed of by any formal mo 
It comes up, therefore, of its own right and of ary 
for it was passed by informally, not at my rer, 
but at the request of others. | hope, theres ny 
that we will proceed to the consideration Of tha: 
bill. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I woul) remar! 
that if it be the intention of my friend from 4) 
to respond this morning to the speech delivered \),, 
other day by the Senator from Connecticut, { ¢ 
bound to give him that opportunity. 1 would like 
to know if that be his intention. 

Mr. ALLEN signified that such was his 
tention. 

M r. FOOTE. That being the case, I fee] bound 
to give my friend from Ohio an opportunity to ye. 
ply to the remarks of the honorable Senator fro, 
Connecticut; and I hope, therefore, that the Sena, 
will proceed to the consideration of the Post 0 
bill. 

The question was then taken on the motion o¢ 
Mr. AuLen, and it was agreed to, 

So the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill reducing the rates of postage. 

‘The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
CAMERON, to strike out the words ‘ half ace)” 
and the words ‘ounce and a half,” so that the 
bill would read ‘*newspapers circulating withi, 
thirty miles of the office of publication shalj be 
sent free of postage.” 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I regret that the 
prevailing epidemic, the influenza, renders me a 
this time incapable of speaking to the Senate in g 
manner I should desire to do. I will, nevertheless, 
proceed, feeling fuily assured that the business | 
have in hand is of a character so easy, that it may 
be performed even by an unwell man. 

At the commencement of this discussion, I an- 
nounced to the Senate that it was my intention to 
bring the internal post office establishments of this 
country in contrast with the external mail route 
establishments of the country. I said, sir, that | 
thougiit it a monstrous policy in this Government, 
in the very year when they were discontinuing, 
and did discontinue, two hundred and ninety-six 
post offices previously established among the 
people, upon the sole ground that these post offices 
did not yield a revenue equal to their expenses—| 
say that | thought it a monstrous policy that the 
Government, when it was doing this, should spend 
one million and a third per annum to carry five 
mails from two ports in the United States to four 
ports in foreign countries. I said that, Mr, Presi- 
dent; and it now appears that this system is so 
monstrous that its friends dare not stand forth and 
defend it without resorting to a pretext utterly 
false—false in its totality, and false in its every 
particular—that this system of ocean mail routes 
sprang into being out of the apprehension we en- 
tertained of a war with England. The friends of 
this system feel it to be such an outrage upon this 
country, now that it has grown up to its present 
monstrous size, that in order to justify themselves 
for its creation and its perpetuity, they have to 
resort to national defence, and falsely resort to 
national defence, as a reason for the establishment 
and continuance of this system of ocean mail 
routes. And I shall show, sir, not by words but 
by acts, not by my acts, but by legislative acts, 
that this pretence is false; and, furthermore, that 


~~. 


lice 


_ it is impossible it could be anything but false. 


Sir, itis said that the system of ocean mail routes 


‘arose out of the apprehension of a war with Eng- 


land, and that I had much to do with exciting that 
apprehension by a speech which I delivered in this 


Hall. Now, sir, how stands the indisputable 
fact? How stands the unlying record upon this 
subject? What was the date of the discussion 


upon the Oregon bill? And what was the date of 
the first act passed by Congress originating this sys- 
tem of ocean mail routes? The first act establish- 
ing these routes bears date on the third day of 
March, 1845, one day before th® present Adminis- 
The discussion upon 
the Oregon question took place one year aller, 
being in 1846. Up to that time—up to the ume 
of that discussion—no man believed that there was 
the remotest probability of a war with Great Bnt- 


-ain; and pending that discussion, no man who 


knew the state of things in this body had the slight- 
est apprehension of any war with Great Britain; 
but, above all, the Senator from Connecticut could 
not have been influenced by such a consideration, 


sideration at the last day we were in session, and |, because he happens to be one of those who con- 
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hated to the yielding up of the cause of quarrel 
“+ of which this anticipated war was expected to 
co, But | have shown you that this system 
azinated one year before any apprehension of a 
war with England’ was entertained even by chil- 

en. ‘This system originated before the present 
Administration was installed in power; one year 
welore that speech was made to which the Senator 
‘om Connecticut ascribes the power of producing 
«y apprehension of a war with England. But, sir, 
«| have said, this system 1s so monstrous, and 
hes become so appalling even in the eyes of its 
a jectors, that they are willing to violate the un- 
eyiating laws of time, and resort to a reason which 
. jgnior to the cause for which that reason is 


riven. z : : 

: What was that first act upon which this system 
has been bailt? It was an act which authorized 
the Postmaster General to contract for the trans- 
ortation of the mail between the ports of the Uni- 
‘od States and the ports of foreign countries. ‘That 
left the Postmaster General at liberty to contract 
with sailing vessels, making it only incumbent upon 
him to give the preference to steam vessels where 
siearn vessels bid for the contract. But so cautious 
were Congress upon this subject that they required, | 
in the express language of that act, that the Post- | 
master General should send the contracts to Con- 
eress at the next session, in order that Congress 
might revise the contracts before they should be- 
come obligatory upon the Government. 

Now, sir, mark that this first act did not require 
positively that the mails should be carried in steam- 
ets. It only gave steamers a preference over sail- | 
ing vessels, when steamers, all other circumstances 
being equal, bid for the contract. And mark again, 
sir, that, so far from this having been designed as 
a war measure, twelve months before any cause of 
war existed, it did not even provide that these | 
steamers should be constructed with a view to war. 
The only thing in the act that has the slightest ref- 
erence to a case of possible hosuliues is one clause, 
whieh says that “the United States shall be at 
liberty to appropriate these steamers to its own use 
in the event of war.’’? That power was utter sur- 
plusage, utterly unnecessary, because without it 
the Government would have had the power to ap- 
propriate every steamer and every sailing vessel | 
upon the ocean that belonged to the people of the 
United States for that purpose, without any law 
upon the subject, other than that great law of na- 
tional necessity recognized in the Constituuon of 
the United States. 

I say. then, sir, that this system did not origi- 
nate in any apprehension of war. The Senator 
from Connecticut said that | had not opposed this | 
system. ‘The second act passed on the subject 
bears date on the 19th day of June, 1846, and the | 
act relates—for it is a general appropriation bill 
for the Post Office Department—the act relates to 
the contract made by the Postmaster General for | 
a line running trom New York to Bremen under 
the act of the year before, by which he was re- 
quired to submit the contract to the succeeding 
Congress. Now mark, sir, this second act of 
1846 barely proposes to appropriate twenty-five 
thousand dollars for the purpose of executung the 
contract made for the Bremen line by the Post- 
master General under the preceding act. That is 
all that it has reference to. Now, let us see what | 
occurred when the question was considered before 
the Senate. ‘There was an appropriation bill pend- 
lng for the expenses of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and there was an amendment made requiring 
the Postmaster General to appropriate twenty-five 
thousand doliars out of the aggregate eppropria- 
tion to make this Bremen contract. Very well, 
sr. The Senator from Connecticut, in support 
of the proposition to appropriate the first twenty- | 
five thousand dollars that ever were approprrated 
for this purpose, puts It upon the express ground, | 
as his speech will show, that the appropriation 
was asked for in order to ratify the contract 
made by the Postmaster General—the Postmaster | 
General deeming it necessary to obtain the ratifi- 
cation of Congress before he bound the Govern 
ment in the contract. This, then, was the con- 
mencement of the system. And when was this? 
in 1846 the act passed; the amendment was voted 
foronthe 15th June, 1846, the very day that the 
Oregon treaty bears the date of ratification: so that 
the cause of quarrel with England was concluded 
by the teeaty on the very first day that the first | 
dollar was appropriated to sustain, or rather to |, 
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| expenditure saddled on the general treasury. 


begin this system. And yet, sir, the Senator from 
Connecticut says that it 
of a war with England that this gigantic 
sprung into existence. He likewise said, sir, that 
I did not oppose it. Here is the vote upon the 
question of putting In an ame ndment to appropri- 
ate twenty-five thousand dollars, the first money 
ever appropriated to the support of this system. 
Here are the yeas and nays, sir; twenty-seven 
yeas and twenty-four nays. And now, sir, in 
order to see whether or not | opposed the system 
I will read my own speech, made on that day, in 
opposition to this ver¥ proposition, and in answer 
to the first speech made on this subject by the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut. I will cet my friend from 
Indiana to read my poor remarks on that subject. 

Mr. ALLEN’s remarks were read by Mr. Brigur 
as follows, from the Congressional Globe: 

“Mr. ALLEN then rose and said, that, sensible of the im- 
portance of this subject, he had turned itover in his tind 
wilh some care. As they were now at the starting point of 
a systein, the end of which no oue could foresee, he Uiought 
that it Was very proper that they should examine the ground 
with po little caution. 

* Tt was proposed to carry the United States mail between 
New York and Liverpool. He had yet to learn that there 
was any United States mail between New York aud Liver 
pool to be carried. He knew of no such thing iw existence 
as au United Siates mail between Liverpool and New York, 
New York and Liverpool, or between any other ports. The 
foundation upon wiiich tis new system was based, was that 
of creating, quietly, and under the general power to regulate 
the post otlice, a steam navy, wiih a view to the defence of 
the country, by patronizing particular Companies of men in 
the construction and navigation of steamboats. Let them 
look at this project a htthe more closely. In order to be prot 
itable, it would be necessary to remove competition. Was 
it likely to efivet that?) Ouriniand mail transportation is a 
Yet we are hkely soon to have the post office 
It was, then, 
absurd to suppose thal, on Wie ocean, they could carry on the 
business proitably. ‘The honorable gentleman then went 
on to argue against the injustice of endowing a line from 
New York to the exclusion of other ports. Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Charleston, New Orleans, and all the chief cities 
on the coast, would be petitioning for the establishment 
of mail lines to Europe. And then, agam, looking at the 
other end of the hne, Liverpool would not satisty the mer- 
chants. ‘hey would demand a line to the East tidies, to 
Buenos Ayres, aid so on. Lt Was Unjust Lo those of our cit 
izens in the interior to turn a deaf ear to their calls for addi- 
tional post olfices, and bestow this immense patronage on 
lines to Enrope. ‘ihe farmer had oiten fifteen or twenty 
miles to travel to the nearest post office, thus losing a day’s 
work. Why not establish post oflices for the accomimoda 
tion of the people in the interior? Besides, he was opposed 
to the Government engaging in joint stock concerns, which 
had already inflicted such evil ou the country. He wished 
to keep this Government clear of all manner of connection 
With human combinations, especially moneyed combina 
tions. The example of Great Britain had been pointed to. 
‘That was one reason why he should avoid the project. Mr. 
A. proceeded at some length, and with much vehemence, to 
oppose the whole project of establishing the proposed steam 
communication with Great Britain for the conveyance of the 
mails.?? 

And yet the Senator tried to make the country 
believe, the other day, that I had, in the first in- 

’ 2? ’ 
stance, advocated a system which | now oppose. 
There was the commencement of the system itself. 
It commenced in that appropriation which was 
made on the very day that the Oregon treaty bears 
date, and by which treaty all our relations of 
friendship and good will were renewed toward 
Great Britain. ‘The gentleman then labors under 
this dilemma, of either providing for a war, by the 
act of 1845, before any war was anticipated, or 
of providing for a war after the peace had been 
amicably arranged. Here, then, 1s the first act, 
and I intend, so far as my voice can do it, to 
clinch this matter in the public mind. lt warred 
upon it at the commencement, and I predicted the 
very evils the existence of which every Senator 
will now acknowledge. There, sir, is the evidence 
of it, (pointing to the speech from which an ex- 
tract had just been read,) uttered, sir, when the 
first dollar was sought to be obtained from the 
public treasury, for it is this appropriation of 
twenty-five thousand dollars that constitutes the 
first leak into the public treasury, which was the 
breach through which the jobbers Mave entered; 
and they have widened it, and widened it, so that 
within four years—yes, sir, in less than three years 
—they have made that breach, which commenced 
with twenty-five thousand dollars per anuum, 80 
large by their mercenary activity that one million 
three hundred thousand dollars flowed out of it last 
year. It was in this act where the prime first sin 
was committed, by which the Post Office establish- 
ment was, for the first time, thrown on the national 
treasury. By the last section but one of this act, itis 


provided that, in case the income from the Post Office 


was out of appre hension 


scheme 


establishment shall not meet the appropriations | 


therein made, the balance shall be made up from the 
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treasurv. It will be observed, sir, that the com- 
mencement of this system changed the old system 
of making the establishment pay for itsel!, throw. 
ine the whole weight on the general treasury of 


the country. It will be understood, too, by a ref- 
erence to dates, that this was done at that exact 
session—that this appropriaion was made at the 


exact session—this system was thrown upon the 
public treasury at the exact session that the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut performed that somerset in 
politics which brought him in favor ofa high pro- 
tective tariff. The tariff was pending at the'very 
time that this first leak was made in the public 
treasury, and every man who wished to exhaust 
the treasury In order to have a ‘cause for a high 
tariff to replenish it, was induced to go for this 
system. It was not a war with England; it was a 
war on the pockets of the people of this eauntry, 
for which this system was devised and carried on. 
It was a war on the tax-paying millions of the mn- 
terior, for the benefit of the large capitalists of the 
East. That was the kind of war that this system 
was got up to minister to. 


Le tus see how it pro- 
eressed. 


The first contract was ratified by that 
appropriation. [ wish to take up these laws in 
their order to see how it progressed. The next 
act on the subject bears date on the second day of 
March, 1847, one year later, and that act anpre- 
priates $258,600 to execute further this Bremen 
contract. Mark you, sir, there had been but one 
of thesg contracts up to 1847, when the war with 
England had passed off more than twelve months. 
What is the nextact? I take them in their order, 
sir. The next act bears date in the same year, on 
the third day of March, 1847. ‘There was no war 
with England then, sir, nor any apprehension of a 
war, but a reduced tarifl, and an apprehension that 
if that tariff could be made to fail in supplying the 
expenditures of the Government, it would be neces- 
sary to have a higher tariff. When that apprehen- 
sion existed, and it beeame necessary to exhaust the 
treasury in order to show that the tariff of 1846 
was not suflicient to supply the wants of the Gov- 
ernment, then this leak in the treasury wes made 
still larger. It was then that an act was parsed 
directing—not authorizing, but directine—the Sec-~ 
retary of the Navy immediately to enter into con- 
tracts for three distinct ocean mail routes; and it 
was then, and not till then, that this system was 
smuggled in, under the pretext of affording addi- 
tional means of defence to the country. Previous 
to that it had been connected with the Post Office 
establishment; but the Postmaster General had 
contented himself with one contract, and mani- 
fested a disinclination to favor a further contract. 
Besides that, the plea for this immense expendi- 
ture was not strong enough under the Post Office 
arrangement, It was necessary that the projectors 
of this scheme, who were not members of Con- 
eress—who were not members of the Cabinet—- 
but jobbers, for they were the projectors of it—it 
was necessary, | say, that they should putit under 
some more broad and popular pretence, and there- 
fore it was so arranged as to put it under the head 
of naval defences. ‘That arose long after the cause 
of quarrel with Great Britain had passed away. 
By this act, sir, the Secretary of the Navy is re- 
quired to enter into these contracts, and that im- 
mediately, for fear, perhaps, that he would change 
his mind; and he is required to contract with par- 
ticular men for a particular job, so afraid were 
they that if discretion were left the Secretary of 
the Navy, they should lose the bait. Sir, some- 
thing which I uttered the other day, and which 
unfortunately was not correctly reported, may 
seem to cast some imputation on the Secretary of 
the Navy and the Postmaster General, which wes 
certainly not designed by me. I knew then, as I 
now know, that the Secretary of the Navy was 
not responsible for this system, but that he was 
forced into it by the express phraseology of the 
act of Congress. 
It was, then, sir, in 1847 that this idea originated 
of putting this system on the general treasury, 
| where it had not been thrown before; and, having 
got it on the general treasury, the next thing was 
to give it a broad foundation in the popular affec- 
tions by calling it a measure of national defence. 
The jubbers understood it, sir. They calculate 
like men of sense, as they are. I will show you, 
sir, how these jobbers effected their purpose; and 
[ give notice that I intend to make clean work of 
this system, and if it is not got rid of, it shell not 
|. be because it has not been sufficiently exposed. 
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The next act, sir—for there are seven of them in 
all—bearsa date the 27th day of June, 1545. But 
it relates to this subject only in this particular, that 
it prevents these contracts being assigned. It takes 
away the negotiable character of the paper of these 
contractors, 

‘The next act bears date July the 10th, 1548, and 
it appropriates 8450,000 to the first two lines. A 
few days afier that the gene ral appropriauion bill 
was passed, appropriaung 974,600 to the other 
lines, making the aggregate sum of $1,324,600 for 
the last year. And Us act, which appropriates 
one and a third million dollars per annum to five 
ocean mail routes, has this extraordinary clause 
in it, that it advances the money to the parties to 
build the vessels, The jobbers commenced this 
work, sir, for the purpose of carrying the mail be- 
tween New York and Bremen, upon the assump- 
tion that they could do it for $25,000. ‘That was 
the beginning, three years ago, but they have 
worked the system into a shape by which they 
got last year one and a third million of dollars 
dealt out to them from the public treasury; and 1 
understand, sir, that the anpropriation of $574,600, 
authorized by this act to be advanced to the par- 
les, in the ratio of $25,000 a month for every ship, 
has actually been advanced, every dollar of it; so 
that the very year that we pulled down twd hun- 
dred and ninety six post oflices because they did 
not defray the expense of maintaiming them, we 
appropriated one and a third million of dollars out 
of the general treasury to an object which has not 
yielded one dollar, and is not likely to yield a 
dollar. And thus, then, the predictions of mine, 
made in 1845, when I struck this system in its 
very origi, have been realized ana borne out in 
every particular. 

Now, sir, | opposed this system at the very 
beginning, as I have shown, not only as a thing 
which would lead to unnumbered abuses, but | 
opposed it on the ground that this Government 
ought not to go into partnership with stock-jobbers, 
ov jend its aid to build up monopolies. Under this 
system, these men who have got these immense 
jobs out ol the public treasury have gone to work 
and obtained, or at least some have, and the bal- 
ance are applying for, acts of incorporauon. ‘They 
are forming themselves into companies, one Will 
vw capital of g900,000, another with $2,000,000, and 
another of $4,000,000. ‘These corporations, these 
gigantic monopolies for ocean navigation, taking 
their rise in our pet legislaion—for it is pet legis- 
lation—legislaung jobs out to favorites—have not 
only obtained acts of incorporation, predicated 
upon our legislauon, but they are going on to 
oblain a monopoly of the coasting trade of this 
country. IL shall show that, sir, directly. 

I further state, as an objection to this system, 
that | hold it to be unconsutuuional, because it in- 
fracts that part of the Constitution which declares 
that Congress shull give no preference to one port 
over another i any commercial arrangement it 
may make. ‘The words of the Constutuuon are: 
** No preference shall be given by any regulation 
of commerce or revenue to the ports of one State 
over those of another.’’ 

Under this clause of the Constitution, or rather 
in defiance of this clause of the Consutution, we 
do establish by law a commercial communication 
between one of our ports and foreign countries, 
which we do not hold with other of our ports. 
There are two ports of the United States from 
which these lines of communication are estub- 
lished. One is New York, the other Charleston. 
That from New York has three branches—one to 
Havre and Bremen, one to Liverpool, and the 
other to New Orleans and Havana. The one 
which starts from Charleston passes only to 
Havana, amounting to nothing; so that discrim- 
ination 18 made in favor of New York mm three par- 
ticulars——one, the line to Bremen, terminating at 
New York; one, the line to Liverpool, terminaung 
at New York; and the other to New Orleans, ter- 
minating at New York; thus making a discrim- 
ination by our legislauon in favor of one port, to 
the prejudice of others. 

But, sir, when I say that the discrimination is 
in favor of the port of New York, | should add that 
itis so nominally only, for itis in point of facta 
discrimination in favor of individuals. It is giving 
to these people a monopoly which they have no 
right to under the Constitauion of the Unned States. 
And now, sir, | will proceed to show the effect of 
that monopoly on the trade of New Orleans. 1 
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| there will then remain, with an allowance of 15,600 


| will take the line from New York to New Orleans. | 


‘ry i | 
Phat line is run ata rate of $290,000 per annum. | 


I will throw off the vessel which is required to run | 
from Havana to Chagres, and confine my argu- 


ment, for the sake of more easy illustration, to te | 


three vessels which ply between New York and 
New Orleans. 


would be a fair allowance, then these men get for 


running the three steamships between New York | 
Now | 


and New Orleans 9250,0U0 per annum. 
mark, that these ships are three in number, and 


may be increased to four—that they are of 2,500 | 


tons burden—and that they are required to make 
twenty-six trips each during the year. 
see, then, What amount of tonnage passes between 
New York and New Orleans under the patronage 
of our legislauon. There are three steamers be- 
tween New York and New Orleans, each of 2,800 
tons burden, and each twenty-six Wips, making in 
all, during the year, a tonnage of trausportauon of 
218,400. Take off one-third for weight of ma- 
chinery, or 72,500 tons, and there will remain 
145,600 tons unoccupied. Now, allow for each of 
these ships 200 tons—an immense allowance—for 
fuel and other unemployed parts of the vessel, and 


tons for other purposes, the amount of one hun- | 
dred and thirty thousand tons for freight per an- 
num. One hundred and thirty thousand tons 


If we allow $40,000 out of the | 
$290,000 for the Chagres branch of the line, which | 


Let us | 





per annum! Equal to forty, nay, equal to fifty, 
vessels of the size ordinarily engaged in the coast- 
ing trade. Well now, sir, what is the transport. | 
ation of cotton between New Orleans and New | 
York—for that is the great arucle of commerce 
between these ports? Upon an estimation which 
I have been abie to make, | find that the cotton | 
passing between the mouth of the Mississippi and | 
the harbor of New York, in the course of a year, 
is about 23,000 tons. So that, after carrying the 
whole cotton, these men sull have 1U7,UU0U tons 
for other treght during the year. Now, let us see 
what prospect there 1s of competition. 1 will show 
the eflect of our patronage on this trade. I say 
that this is an absvlute and total monopoly of the 
trade between these pomts. I say that it drives | 


out of the ade every other man engaged in it but || 


these steamboat companies. 1 say it will be im- 
possible lo prevent their having a total and absolute | 
monopoly, and | shall proceed to prove it. What 
is the case of these people compared with other 
navigators? ‘Their vessels are three in number. | 
L have caused an esumate to be made by one of the | 
most intelligent men in this country on the point 
of the expense of sailing one of these steamers each 
trip and during the year, and | have ascertained that 


SIX lips during the year amounts to $62,000. 
‘Lhe expense of sailing the whole, then, paying | 
the captains, mates, and every hand, and paying 


| 

| 

the whole expense of sailing these steamers lwenty- | 
| 

} 


for coul, together with the insurance, is $196,UUU., | 


‘Lhe consequence ts, sir, that the $186,000 deducted 
from what they receive for carrying the mail, leaves 
a clear gain of 962,000 per annum, over and above 
all the expense of navigating ‘the ships throughout 
the entire year. So, then, these men that havea 
treight, as | have shown, sufficient to carry ail the 





cotion between New Orleans and New York, and 
then an addiuional freight of 107,000 tons more, sus- 
lain this freight by an appropriation from our treas- 





ury, and without carrying one dollar of freight, 
or asolitary passenger, making $62,000 per annum 
out ofour Weasury. ‘They can, theretore, atlord 
to carry freight and passengers for nothing unul 
they drive out of the trade ail private persous, and 
then put up the freghtand passage as high as they 
please. Sur, this does not look like encouraging 
navigation. 

‘There is a company incorporated in New York, 
itcomes to Washingwon and gets acts passed which 
give to it & job by which the whole expense of 
navigating three steamers of twenty-eight hundred 
tons burden is paid outof the public Weasury, and 
they go into compeuuon with men who build their 
own ships, pay their own sailors, pay for their 
own coal, and pay all other expenses. Sir, it is 
the ditierence between a man armed and a man un- 
armed. We pay ail the expenses of these vessels, 
and then we expect that the enterprising and intel- 
ligent merchant of New York can compete with 
our lines. We pay the whole expense out of our 
treasury, and they pay the whole out of their 
pockets. but what effect has this on navigation? 


it strikes me that it has a direct tendency to dis- 
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courage navigation, to say nothing 
strosity of establishing corporations 
of the General Government to e 
enterprising people of this country—to say not] 
of the vast power which it gives to’ such a , i 
pany over the people of this country 
nothing of the destruction of the shipping iniere., 
of the East which it involves. ‘There are — 
and deeper reasons why the Government Should 
abandon this instantly. Sir, our commerce = 
grown up without navigation acts, and our oo, 
mercial marine has also grown up without nayy,, 
uon acts, with a rapidity of increase and to = 
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nitude that astonishes the world. What has | een 
| the cause of the immense augmentation of our gj), 


ping interest? ‘The cause has been double, ‘pj, 

| first and prime of these causes is the energy and 
enterprise and intelligence that belongs to the char. 
acter of the American people. The other js that 
navigation was left free to shift for itself—tes, ae 
_to obey the behests of private intelligence, shar, 
| ened by private interests. z 
Why, sir, how stands the fact with regard to our 
navigation before our Revolution, and whiijs: the 
matter of our Revolution was under discussion jy 
the House of Commons? The maritime geniyg 
and enterprise of our people was celebrated by the 
ablest English orators and statesmen. ‘ 


It was jn 


| the great debate with regard to American affairs 


| that Mr. Burke pointed with admiration and wop. 
| derto the mighty enterprise and great skill displayed 
by the North American navigators. He it was tha: 
cuuld go deeper into the arctic circle than any other, 
He it was that could stand longer under the burs. 
ing equator than any other. He it was who could 
do these things, and for doing them be celebrated 
by a foreigner. 1 say, then, that it was the genius 
/and character of our people for navigation that was 
| celebrated when we were green; when we had not 


| as a nation budded into lite; when our navigation 


was freer than English navigation; and the same 
| characterisucs of daring, enterprise, and of high in- 
_ telligence which made our mariners then carry their 
barques, before their barques had a flag, further 
into the dangers of the sea than England’s best 
seamen dared go—the same feeling and the same 
| attributes and characteristics have enabled our At- 


|| lantic friends to build up a shipping interest now 
|| almost equal to that of England herself, although 


| England started with all the benefits of ocean mo- 


|| hopoly, which she obtained through the instrumen- 


| tality of her navigation acts. 
Well, after all this—after the enterprise and 
genius of our people have so magnified the ship- 
ping interests of this country—after all this, which 
has been accomplished, without the aid of this 
| Government, by the independent and unrestricted 
' genius and energies of our people,—in comes Con- 
gress and legisiates about navigation—in comes 
Congress and the Legislature of New York to form 
| companies by acts of incorporation, to be fostered 
_and fed out of the public treasury—companies to 
| take our bread and meat, our flour and beef and 
cotton, between New York and New Orleans. 
We come now, when our navigation is thus grown 
up without our aid, and drive away those enter 
| prising merchants from the coasting trade by 
| establishing monopolies which we pay out of the 
public treasury. We are using the taxes of the 
| people to establish monopolies in favor of individ- 
| uals, against the enterprise of our people theu- 
selves, who are engaged in commerce and naviga- 
tion. That, sir, is what we are doing. Now, the 
quicker we can get out of this business the better. 
|Our whole mail throughout the United States, in 
| all its ramifications, 1s carried between sixteen 
| thousand post offices for about two and one-third 
| millions of dollars, and we last year applied more 
| than half that sum to carry five mails between two 


| points in our country and four points in foreign 


countries; and that very year we struck down two 


hundred and ninety-six post offices among the 


people, in those very regions where the post offices 
are of the greatest importance; for there the prox- 
imity of a post oflice sometimes saves a days 
labor. ‘ : 

Why, then, sir, have we these ocean mail 
routes? The idea of national defence is absurd 
and preposterous. That this Government would 


intrust the defence of this country to four New 
York incorporated companies, censisting of some 
twelve or fifteen men, is not to be believed; and 
what is more, I am toid that some of these ships, 
when put to the test, reeled under the weight of 
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18-pounder. They are required by their con- 
= ; pe capable of being converted into steam- 
aoe war of the first class—and steamers of war 
oo ie first class which will carry a gun, and sev- 
* euns which will emita ball of 100 Ibs. in 
Or: yes, sit, 100 Ibs. in weight. Yet these 
veamers, some of them, I am given to understand, 
and staggered under an 18-pounder, and had 
- eend word to the Government that they could 
carry anything bigger than a 12 pounder. 
Now, how could it have borne the jar of a 48- 
sonder discharged on its deck? The contract, 
"js violated, but where 1s your remedy? You 
save none. The Postmaster General, in his re- 
sort, informs you that the contract of the Bremen 
‘ne, | believe, has been violated, and he advises 
you to ratify the violation. 
’ So much, then, for these ocean steamers for the 
nresent. Lam in seareh of some other informa- 
son, which I shall introduce to the public some 
lay hence, When another subject shall be up for 
our consideration. 
~ Something was said the other day, sir, in regard 
to the newspaper press. ‘The Senator from Con- 
necticut seemed to labor to convey the impression 
that | wanted to take the public press of the coun- 
try under the care and keeping of the Government. 
When | asked him, sir, if he charged me with 
having said so, he said No, but that he had a right 
to infer it. Perhaps a man may have a right to 
infer something from a proposition; but he has no 
rivt to infer an absurdity—none whatever. The 
Senator who has voted to foster this ocean mail- 
route system, likewise votes to foster New England 
manufactures. He votes to waste the public money 
on ocean mail-routes, and then he votes to collect 
it through the instrumentality of a high and ex- 
ceedingly oppressive tariff. 

Now, these are faéts which he cannot deny, for 
he not only voted for them, but ferociously assailed 
the Democratic party in the debate of 1346. Yes, 
sir, he ferociously assailed the Democratic party, 
and tried to bring it into disrepute. He assailed 
every public man associated with that party, and 
he spoke, sir, with a bitterness and a venom that 
I never heard any man who calls himself a Whig, 
on that side of the Chamber, employ against the 
Democratic party. No, sir, under the pretext of 
differing with the party on that one ground, he lets 
loose, in a full flood of his overburdened heart, his 
displeasure, not to call it malignity, towards the 
whole Democratic party. No wonder, then, that 
] should come in for a part of his displeasure. No 
wonder! No, sir; and it is with no regret that 1 
do. I shall always be proud of the malice of a 
man who is the enemy of the Democratic party. 
I shall triumph in knowing that | am the object of 
assault by the enemies of my party; and no mat- 
ter from whom that assault comes, whether from a 
man who acts under the influence of a public mo- 
live or a private one—whether he be a Senator 
prompted by high considerations, or a hireling in 
the service of a job-making corporation, it makes 
no difference to me, sir; | shall be proud of his 
malignity. 

l look upon the newspapers of this country as 

the great book of the people. 


reeled 


not 


ee 
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'| , 
'| knew it would run into these extremes; and we 


I look upon them | 


as the great medium of communication, without | 


which public liberty itself could not subsist, and I 


° ° . . . | 
hold it to be ill-becoming in us, who stand ina | 


representative character, to withhold any means 
that shall increase the opportunities of the people 


to look upon-and investigate our conduct. It is for | 


these high political reasons that I stand up here and 


claim, not that the Government shall take under | 


its carea particular body of men, but that it shall 
seek, by every reasonable means in its power, to 
diffuse intelligence among the masses. | said before, 
and f repeat it, | do not like to see a burden placed 
upon newspaper publishers or readers. Nearly all 


the mails which come within the influence of this || 


amendment pass across roads made by the local 
population of the neighborhood, and are kept in 
order by them, while the Government use them 
without making any remuneration whatever. I 


say, then, that this is a full equivalent—an ample- 


equivalent—for this little exemption from taxes of 
the all important article of popular intelligence. 
Sir, with reference to these mail steamers, I 
know full well, and at the time of their inception 
I was convinced that, get this Government once 
engaged in carrying on this system of ocean mail 
routes, it will be next to an impossibility to disen- 
gage her. When the system was first started I 


have at this very Congress petitions presented for 
enough more of these mail routes to consume five 
millions of dollars perannum. ‘hey have assumed 
an organized form; jobbing has become systematic. 
There are two Legislatures in session in this Capi- 
tol—a Congress within and a Congress without. 
There is in this city an outside Congress, where 
these jobs are legislated into shape, and we do very 
little more than to write approved, and pass them. 
1 knew it would come to this, sir. It 1s inherent 
in the very nature of the thing. The fact ts, sir, 
the public treasury is regarded as a vast fund of 
money open to peculation—a regular gold mine. 
Let it be known that there is an tmmense fand of 
money collected any where—as, for instance, in the 
case of the Girard will—and see how men will go 
to work and plan and scheme to appropriate a por- 
tion of it to themselves. ‘he public treasury is a 
vreat fund that is known by everybody to exist; 
and it is Known also, that there are certain ways 
of getting into it, and men go to work to find out 
those ways. ‘They go hard to work, sir. Sharp- 
sighted men—inteliigent men—men of fine address 
—men who can invent very plausible reasons for 
seeking this private benefit—go to work and plan 
to get possession of the public money. 

And thus it is, sir, they got up originally, and 
have fostered it ever since, this tremendous system 
of mail steamers, which, if not checked in its prog- 
ress, will cost more money to carry 1Lon, In twenly 
years from this day, than all the other expenses of 
the Government put together. I know, sir, thatin 
opposing incorporated establishments of this Kind, 
a single individual will be »prostrated if their as- 
saults, or the assaults of their hirelings, can pros- 
trate him. ‘They will have him attacked, and he 
will be prostrated tf he do not stand upon some 
broad and ever-enduring foundation. 1 know too, 
sir, what Lam about, when | plant myself upon 
the internal post office establishment 1 order to 
break up this system. Sir, | will arouse the pub- 
lic attention to this subject. 1 will show the coun- 
try by whom and in what manner these leaks were 
sprung in the public treasury; and how these in- 
corporated gentlemen, under the pretext of carry- 
ing the mail out of our country, have contrived to 
get thirteen hundred thousand dollars per annum 
paid to them for nothing, absolutely nothing. 1 
will arouse the country to a knowledge of the tacts 
which are too plainly evidenced around us every- 
where. I will point them to the fact of post offices 
being discontinued because there is not a sufficient 
compensation awarded to support them. 1 will 
point them to the fact, that mail routes have been 
reduced in their regular transits from three times to 
once per week, because they do not make enough 
to keep them. And all this ata period when we 
are paying more than one-half of what it would 
cost to keep up the whole internal transportation 
of our mails to five incorporated companies to carry 
five mails between two ports in the United States 
and four foreign ports. 1 have got a foundation, 
sir, that none of these monopolies can shake from 
under me; and whether or not my political life be 
long or short, | shall bear with me @ consciousness 
that | have cast a new element into the public mind 
that will work out its beneficial effects jong after | 
have retired from these legislative halls. I am 
standing upon the broad toundauion, sir, of the 
rights and interests of the many, agaist the dec- 
larations of the cormorant incorporated few; and 
it is standing upon this broad foundation, sir, that 
I feel myself strong enough to defy ail jobbers, and 
ail the hirelings of jobbers. 

Mr. NILES. 1 do not know that it is neces- 
sary that 1 should say anything in reply to what 

has just been stated by the Senator from Ohio; 
nevertheless, I feel it incumbent on me to offer a 
| few remarks in reply. ‘lhe Senator from Ohio 
appears, from what has fallen from his lips, to 
have a great mission, and that mission is to infuse 
new elements into the public mind. That is just 
what I stated the other day in reference to his 
speech in 1846; and I now renew that statement 
by saying that these mail lines, in part, were the 
fruits of that element he had infused into the pub- 
lic mind. What may be the fruits of these new 
elements which he proposes to incorporate into 
the public mind, time alone can disclose; but,when 
they come forth, the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
| Lhope, will not exhibit himself in the auiwude he 
|| has upon this occasion, in respect to a former 
| project; that is, | hope he will not be found back- 
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ing out from or disclaiming the results proceeding 
from elements of his own creation. § [ hope he 
will stand up to the line of ffty-four-forty, and say 
to the country, right or wrong, Iam the man who 
is responsible. 

In regard to this assault upon the policy of es- 
tablishing these lines, I do not intend at present to 
occupy time in repelling it. The Senator is mis- 
taken in assuming that | have undertaken the 
defence of this pohey in my speech the other day; 
I did not consider mt the occasion for that. My 
speech was a mere argumentum ad hominem—an 
argument addressed to the - Senatgr, and deriving 
its force from his course. I did not undertake a 
defence of the policy, though I have supported it 
to a certain extent on another occasion, and when 
it properly comes up, shall do so again. But f 
submit whether it is not extremely becoming and 
extremely modest in the Senator from Ohio to 
bring forward a sort of bill of indictment, not only 
against the present Congress, but against the two 
preceding Congresses? Whether the bill be wise 
or not in its purposes, it has had the sanction of 
three Congresses. It ie five years since the sub- 
ject came before Congress. These Congresses 
have sanctioned the bills after a full considerauon 
of their merits. I would say, in reference to the 
act of 1845, that | was responsible in no degree for 
its passage. I was on the committee as a mem- 
ber, but knew nothing about that bill. lt was not 
discussed by the committee. ‘The chairman had 
my consent, with others of the committee, to re- 
port the bill, and I supposed it would be debated 
in the Senate. Butno debate upon its merits took 
place, and it passed without much consideration, 
The subject was discussed in 1846, but only in 
reference to the particular routes for which the bill 
contained appropriations, and | supported it. | 
hold myself responsible only so far as those two 
lines are concerned. This policy, which has re- 
ceived the sanction of three different Congresses, 
is now denounced by the Senator from Ohio as 
monstrous—as the work of jobbers—and asa mere 
excuse for squandering a million and a half of the 
public money, without a dollar in return coming 
into the treasury—without any benefits to the 
country whatever. My argument, in which | was 
not very serious, went no further than this: that 
it was not for the Senator to denounce this policy. 
The Senator has treated it as a serious matter, and 
lam willing to meet him on that ground. 1 find 
there is more in the positions | took than | then 
suspected there was. 

But the Senator is not to escape by referring to 
dates, as | must remind him of a certain other 
speech he made with reference to the policy of a 
war with England. ‘The war spirit created in the 
country did not originate with his resolution in 
respect to the Oregon controversy. The Senator 
knows very weil that in offering that resolution 
he was but following up what was begun more 
than a year before. Oregon and Texas was the 
great issue that brought this Administration into 
power. At that very session (that of 1845) Oregon 
and Texas were the great issues before Congress 
and the country, and the policy of this Adminis- 
tration prior to its advent was settled in reference 
to all these great questions. And in 1845, although 
the present President had not yet taken his seat, 
yet his friends had a majority here, and the meas- 
ures were matured for the action of the inceming 

_ Administration. Texas was a leading measure at 
that time, and was not the policy of England in- 
volved in that question? That question was car- 
ried through Congress, and was accomplished, in 
some degree, by the allegations of the grasping 
designs and aggressive policy of the British Gov- 
ernment. And upon that question the Senator 
from Ohio, instead of discussing any particular 
point involved in the question of annexation, spoke 
for upwards of an hour in pointing out and en- 
_ larging on the aggressive policy of England; Wwa- 
cing her aggressions from an early period in her 

history to that time, and coming to the conclusion 
that the United States would not be safe in her 
commercial or navigating interests ual England 
was checked in her aggressive career. 

Then 1 think we had a speech from the honor- 
able Senator tending to the same result as that at 
. the next session—to prepare the minds of the whole 
country for a war with England, for the purpose 
of checking her career of conquest and aggression, 
which had disturbed the peace of the world and 

|| extended her trade and commerce, by violence, 
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usurpation, and wrong. 1 did not say that this 
war spirit, or the advice of the honorable Sen- 
aor to embark in this paruicular mode of waciare, 
was confined exclusively lo this controversy about 
Oregon. That was not my posiuion atall. ‘That 
question was sull pending, but the views present- 
ed by the Senator were broader and more extended 
in their bearmegs. ‘The speech was iniended to ex- 
hibit to the Senate and the country the importance 
and the necessity of checkimy her career; and in his 
speech ot Isd6 we were told how todoit, The 
main part of that speech was occupit d in pointing 
out the weaknesses of england, and in an attempt 
to show that uf people of this country and the 
whole world had been greatly mistaken in sup- 
posing her supremacy to be What it was arrogantly 
If the geutleman’s statement 
amounts lo anything, itas, that in his speeches of 
1845 and 1846 lie advocated a hostile policy towards 
England, because he thought that the safety, the 
interest, the greatness of this country demanded it 
—that this was our destiny, and he looked tor- 
ward to the time when we should humble that 
proud mistress of the oceap. 
Now, sir, he has said iF he has shown that 
his speech mi 1546 was made atter the act of 1545 
establishing this policy, and that the vole on the 


i . 
contended it Was, 


appropriauen for the bremen line was on the very 
day the trealy i relauon to Oregon was raufied. 
Mr. President, that appropriation occurred long 
ater the contract was made. ‘The policy had been 
determined on, and the contract was enu red nto, 
aud the appropriavion was nothing more than a 
form of gaming the sancuon of Congress to the 
‘Lhe Senator is mistaken in saying that 
the act of 1845 required that the contract should 
Cunsid- 
ering this a new policy, the Postmaster General 
probably thought i prudent to submit the matter 
to Congress for their approval, although he had 
the power under the act. 

Now, the gentleman says that we commenced 
this prolic y with volling an appropriauion ol twently- 
five thousand doilars, and that it has since ran up 
to several hundred thousand, which he regards as 
an evidence of the abuse into which the syste 
But that twenty-five thousand dollars 
was appropriated only to give an approval by 
Congress of the contract. Lhe money was not 
exp cited to be wanted that year; but the contract 
was for four hundred thousand doilars, and not 
twenty-five thousand, and the whule amount of 
the four hundred thousand dollars was not to be 


measure 


be sent to Congress for their approval. 


has run, 


advanced until the services had been rendered. 

Ido not wish to go into this matter, nor do I 
think i necessary to enter into an examination or 
defence of this policy at this ume. IL am only 
attempting to show that the Senator has not ex- 
cused himself ot his share of the responsibility by 
reference to dates, It has become the policy of 
the country to increase our steam marine power in 
this way, and the Seuator niust take his share of 
the responsivity with respect to this establish- 
ment, Whether he is willing or not. 

‘The Senator is not sausiied with bringing into 
this debate these mail lines and other extraneous 
subjects, but he mustactually draw into it the sub- 
ject of the taritl, L suppose itis done for the conve- 
‘lent purpose of assauing my course with reference 
to that measure. ‘Ihe Senator has just discovered 
that Qus policy originated in a design to keep up 
the duties for protecuon. This is new to me, and, 
1 believe, to every one; it Was at that me a smali 
matter, for then no general policy was determined 
upon. lor myself, l ean say that the tamil never 
entered into my mind in the support | gave to that 
measure. ‘The Senator trom Massachusetts near 
me, who was one of the ablest advocates of the 
meusure, can say Whether his support of this pol- 
icy was wiluenced in any manner by its supposed 
bearing on the protective policy; and Lappeal to 
him, as a strong tariff man, whether that ever en- 
tered into the question atall. 

Speaking for myself, and in vindication of my 
course, Whatever may be my views in regard lo 
the tarul pglicy, at never entered my mind that 
these steam lies could have any bearing on that 
policy. And in respect to expenditures generally, | 
am willing to have my votes and course here com- 
pared wiih those of the Senator or any other; and 
that is the best test whether I have tavored large 
expenditures to help the tariff. : 

bul the genuteman says that it was about the 
time of my somerset upon the tariff question. 


Somerset! What sort of a somerset? If there 
was any somerset, | apprehend it was directly the 
other way. It was the honorable gentleman trom 
Ohio who made the somerset, and made it at the 
bidding of Executive power. Ido not know that 
i stated this at that time; but when a somerset is 
charged upon me, l must state the truth—l must 
say that the somerset was made by my accuser, 
| maintained on that occasion the views which | 
have ever maintained on that great question, and 
which the Senator himself must have maintained, 
if he went with the party, during the whole Jack- 
son dynasty—one quite as illustrious and usefal 
as some that have siuce been in power. 

‘The Senator further states that | then denounced 
the Democratic party with great malignity. ‘l'his 
is news to me, sir. I have no remembrance ot 
having then denounced that party. 1 denounced 
the policy of the measure, more trom a considera- 
uon of the views of the Secretary in relation to it, 
than from the character of the measure itself, 
although [ thought it objectionable: but it has 
proved to be less so than was then supposed. It 
was no tree-trade measure; and all this talk about 
free trade in reterence to the act of 1346 1s mére 
humbug. it was no more a free-trade measure 
than the act of 1342; and if we are to rely upon 
the report of the Secretary at the commencement 
of this session, the general average of the duties 
under this act differs very little from that of 1842. 
tie tells us that the revenue last year, amounung 
to nearly thirty-two millions, accrued on an amount 
of importauons consumed in the country of about 
one hundred and twenty-eight millions only. ‘This 
would make the average rate of duties about twen- 
ty-eight per cent., and they were thirty only the 
last year under the act of 1842. 

i believed it to have been a different measure, as 
it was represented by the chairman of the Finance 
Committee that the average of the duties would be 
twenty-two and a half per cent. only. I regarded 
the billas intended to carry out{the free-trade views 
of the Secretary ’s report. But it did not prove lo 
have been such a bill, but sulla very defective bill. 
Lhis idea of tree trade, of favoring commerce by 
an ingenious contrivance of increasing the burdens 
upon commerce, is an operation which | neither 
understand nor believe in. I deny the statement 
of the Senator, and appeal to those Senators who 
were present at that ume as to the truth of the dec- 
laration that he has made here, that | then as- 
saulted the Democratic party. ‘The position | then 
maintained was, that the character of that act was 
an uncalled-tor and unwarrantable departure from 
tue policy, long maintained and persevered in, of 
the Vemocratic party; originating, as it did, with 
the fathers and tounders of that great political 
church. lL was not then prepared to change my 
Opinions at the bidding of any one, nor do | think 
lever shall be. 1 believe it to be an unwise meas- 
ure, and lam satished that, but for the extraor- 
dinary circumstances favorable to it, and which 
no one toresaw, all the evils which 1 anucipated 
would have followed—evils materially aflectung the 
finances of the country, as weil as many of its 
yreat interests, 1 asserted this, sir, with as much 
ability as 1 possessed, and perhaps with some zeal 
and earnestness; and this is What the Senator terms 
a malignant assault upon the Democratic party. 

1 hols no malice in my heart toward the hon- 
orable Senator. He states that he glories in being 
the object of assault from those who assail the 
Democratic party. What is the Senator’s idea | 
of tie Democrauc party? Does he consider that 
principle has anything to do with it?) Whatis his 
idea of Democracy, of which he has so much to 
say? is his idea of Democracy and party the 
same? Weil, sir, it was said by Madanve Roland, 
when she approached the geaifold, **U Liberty, 
What crimes are perpetrated in thy name!’? And 
it may be said at the present ume, **O democracy, 
what evils, what acts of injusuce, oppression, aud 
lolly are perpetrated in thy name!”’ 

Sir, 1 have always stood by the principles of 
that party. 1 stand by them now as they were 
understood and proclaimed by the fathers of that 
great poliucal church, and as they have been trans- 
mitted down to the presentday. ‘There have been, 
from Ume to ime, innovations made upon these 
principles. I have called atention to these inno- 
vations; and particularly with reference to the 
great question of protecuon to the rights of the 
tree laborers of this country. ‘heir interests never 
have and never will be deserted by me. But where |) 
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was the Senator from Ohio found upon re 
questions which materially involved the glori 
idea of personal liberty? Does Democracy - 
brace the idea of private right and personal |), mn 
Does it, L ask, or does it not? What is Dem 7 
racy, according to his understanding of the « 
ject? I think he did not say that he went ‘ 
principle, but for the party. If a party gives , 
its principles, I desire to have nought 
with it, With respect to myself, it is the no... 
ciples of the party to which | have avowed 
allegiance, and those principles I will stanq 
here and elsewhere; but a party without p, 
ciple, or with principles changing from der 
day, | do not desire to countenance. yo), 
party may do with those who have high politic 
aspirations; but not being one of that class, [ jay. 
never carried my allegiance to party further thay 
adhesion to its principles. That allegiance | y, 
at all times endeavor to fulfill. [ can assure ihe 
honorable Senator that if he wishes the high) |yoy, > 
of being assaulted and denounced by me, upon thie 
ground that Ihave abandoned the Democratic | , 
he will be mistaken. | have not assailed him, ajy 
shall not assail him. He will, therefore, fai oy 
this honor. Nor have I any malignity or untiiend|y 
feeling towards him. | have never entertained such 
feelings towards the Senator. I have much respect 
for him, but l am not insensible to his errors and 
faults. We are soon to separate, perhaps never to 
meet again; and he may nourish in his heart whjg, 
feelings he pleases towards me, but if they are 
what might be inferred from what he has uttereg 
to-day, | can assure him that they will produce 
no similar feelings in mine. I shail not leave this 
Hall with unkind feelings against any member of 
this body. © 1 have endeavored to discharge my 
duty here according to the dictates of my own 
judgment, going forward in the path of duty tmurked 
out by that judgment, not troubling myself about 
the consequences that may result to myseif— 
not fearing to do that duty from appreleusions 
of displeasing any one, here or elsewhere. This 
has been my course up to the present day, and | 
do not now intend to step aside from that course 
for the purpose of engaging in controversy with 
the Senator; nor do | think it will be in his power 
to insul malignity into my heart towards himself 
by any allusions to my course, however unjust | 
may deem them. And, although he pressed us 
ratuer hard Jast session in regard to consolidating 
liberty, | had at the ume a little feeling upon that 
subject, and wanted the resolution put in a difler- 
ent form, but the Senator would not consent to 
any modification, and consequently | had to take 
it as it was, or vote againstit. 1 thought I would 
just remind him of u, though I had no present 
feeling about it. All these matters, however, 
make no serious impression upon my mind. It 
the Senator is ambitious of leaving this Hall with 
the high honor and glory of having being assailed 
by me, and to tell the country that | am a deserter 
from the Democratic party, so be it. L shail care 
very little about it. | intend to do justice to that 
Senator now, and [ hope | always shall. I cannot 
say what I may do, but | feel anxious that a Sen- 
ator who has infused new elements into the public 
mind, who has done so much to create public sen- 
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‘ tment, shail have justice done him for his efforts, 


here and elsewhere! [Laughter.]| 

‘The Senator from Mississippi observed the other 
day that | had occupied a portion of my early life 
in compiling history. Now, if | have ume, | may 
probably renew my labors in that line, and if no- 
body should write the history of the country during 
the period the Senator has acted so conspicuous a 
part, and especially in creating new elements in 
the public mind, I may attempt to do jusuce to the 
Senator by becoming the chronicler of his deeds. 
{[Laughter.] Why, history should look after a 
man who is able to create and infuse new elements 
into the public mind; and although not very ambi- 
tious, still | know | have a litte of that weakness, 
and who is there who would not be proud, even 
in the humble capacity of an historian, of disun- 
guishing his name by chronicling the illustrious 
deeds of that Senator? [Laughter.] It would be 
immortality, sir. I think his deeds in the Senate 
as well as in other places are worthy of commem- 
oration, and should be perpetuated by the histo- 
rian’s pen. Should | feel it to be my duty, in 
default of other and abler writers, to undertake 
the task of handing down the illustrious deeds of 
my illustrious friend to the study and admiration 
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- generations yet to come, | certainly shall not | in which he attempted to explain to the people 
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arink from the task. the origin of the two great parties of this coun- 
A There is my friend from Ohio on the other aide try. He went back, | believe, as far as the time 
+ the Chamber who has also performed memora- |; of the formation of the Constitution, and com- 
feats upon the battle-fields of his State. Why, | menced tracing the course of events down to the 
Ohio has been the Flanders of this country | present day, raking up, describing, and analyzing 
). wars which have been carried on for the all the old party schemes and measures, and show- 
-twenty years. Many and desperate have been | ing the positions of all parties on ali subjects, from 
pattie-fields there, and many and desperate the time that the political elements of the country 
eve been the battles fought upon those fields. first began to take on the form and name of parties 
rauehter.} And I believe both of the honorable down to the very moment at which he was then 
S tors who now represent that State in this speaking. ‘The people listened to the honorable 
vly have been field marshals in those wars. || gentleman’s arguments and historical reminiscen- 
eonewed laughter.] ‘Those were terrible wars, | ces with admirable patience for some tume, but at 
or of course, the glory accruing to those who | last they became wearied, and several voices were 
hore a conspicuous part in them, whose genius — heard crying out, ‘These are old subjects; we have 
»{ valor carried them, and their party triumphant heard them discussed many times; we do not care 
‘hrouch those fearful contests, is proportionately — about them; what have you got to say about the 
hanced. ‘Those were terrible wars, where men — proviso’? ‘There was no response to tiat question. 
. arched deliberately forth, and witha self-devotion ‘The honorable gentleman, with the most stoical 
sarcely paralleled in the world’s history, exposed indifference, proceeded, and, without seeming to 
chemselves to all the dangers, fearful as they were, heed the ‘* expressed wiil of the people,’ conunued 
of those conflicts, where man met man front to to trace matters along down, showing what had 
font, assaulting and assaulted with that terrible been the position of such a party at such a ume, 
instrament, the sword of the tongue. [Laughter.} | and what had been the position of such and such 
These carpaigns were greater than those of Han- || individuals at such and such times; overhauling 
nibal, the Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, the United States Bank question, rearguing the 
Bonaparte, or Marshal Villiers, because they re-  subtreasury scheme, extolling the Mexican war 
late to the conquest of mind over mind. What | and the acts of the Administration, tll, at last, the 
more sublime contests, can there be than these? | people would stand it no longer, and they cried out 
The history of these campaigns should be written. | again, ‘* These are stale matters; what have you to 
They enter largely into the history of the country | say on the question of the proviso?’ [| Laughter. | 
in which these honorable Senators have acted so | Suill there was no response to this very reasonable 
distinguished a part, and justice to them, as well | inquiry. Then there was a remark made by some 
as justice to the country and the world, demands | one, ** Jackson we know, and Van Buren we know, 
that a faithful account of the heroic deeds enacted || but who are ye?’’ {Renewed laughter.| ‘his 
by my honorable friends during those ferrible wars || occasioned a general shout and brought matters 
shall be recorded for the benefit of posterity. pretty much to a close, and the aflair was termina- 
Acain, Mr. President, | might find something | ted in this lame and impotent manner. ‘The peo- 
worthy of my pen in the more recent events which ple did not recognize the mission or the doctrines 
have transpired around us, and in which my hon- || of my honorable friend. ‘They were heretics, and 
orable friend [Mr. ALLen] has acted a prominent || had not become indoctrinated into the faith of this 
part. I might, if L should feel so disposed, give a || new creed, which had been set up by this new 
craphic account of what might be called the ** He-*)| prophet, and therefore did they bring matters to 
vira of 1348,” or the “ Flight of the prophet and || this sadden and shameful termination. 
his friends,’ who fled to Mecca, stopped on their | Mr. President, these matters will come out 
way thither at Gotham, and proclaimed a new || among us, and they should be recorded. ‘They 
creed of political faith put forth im a celebrated de- || enter ito the history of our country, and I hope 
cree known as the ** Nicholson letter.” ‘hat nar- || somebody will pay attention to them. Although 
ration, | think, would be of interest to the coun- || | do not pledge myself to attend to these matters, 
try. My friend, who was the mouthpiece of the | yet, if no one else appears who will do justice to 
mission, proclaimed this new doctrine to the Goth- | them, and to the honorable Senator from Ohio, | 
amites, who are great heretics and Barnburners; _ rise to declare that | think it will be done, because 
and he declared not exactly ‘*Great is Allah, and | I think justice should be done to every one. | 
Mahomet is his prophet,’? but he proclaimed, | think that was a great move on the part of the 
“Great is Democracy and General’’—no matter Senator from Ohio, alihough, unfortunately for 
what General— is his prophet.” him, it proved a complete failure. All great men 
And what did the people say in response to this? || fail in some things. All their objects may not be 
Why, sir, they listened, but, as | have been in- || accomplished, but doubtless they have important 
formed, the result was pretty much the same as || consequences in some way; and | think there have 
when Richard HI. sent out Buckingham to pro- |, been and will be important consequences to the 
claim him king, except that Buckingham managed || whole country from that and other movements of 
the affair a little better than did my friend from || the Senator from Ohio. lam induced to believe 
Ohio. Buckingham took out some of his own re- | this, because | think they have most unquestion- 
tainers, and scattered them around among the || ably proved that there are some things that cannot 
crowd, and when he proclaimed Richard king, | be carried out and crammed down the throats of 
these retainers hurrahed and cried out at the top of | the people, no matter by whom they may have 
their voices **God save King Richard!’ and that || been originated, nor by whom they may be advo- 
made a very respectable showing, but the people | cated. ‘hese movements have proved that there 
said nothing. When Buckingham made his report | are portions of all parties that look to something 
to Richard, the latter wanted to know what the | more than the mere name of party, and who, when 
people said. Buckingham replied that the men he || they are called upon to give their support to doc- 
took out with him shouted ‘God save King Rich- || trines that come directly 1n conflict with their long- 
ard!’ Butimpatiently demanded Richard, ** What | established tenets and opinions, will resist, and 
did the people say?’’ ‘* Not a word,’’ answered | that, no matter what influences may be brought to 
Buckingham; ‘the citizens are mum.’’ There || bear upon them. And I think this spirit of resist- 
was no response in that case except from the hired || ance should be encourayed. It is a conservative 
retainers, and | believe on the occasion in which | influence for the muintenance of principles in all 
my friend from Ohio acted the part of Buchingham || parties. 
there was no response at all, he not having taken it is not necessary to go further into this matter. 
the precaution which his great prototype did, to || [ did not intend to go into it at any length, but 
mix in among the crowd some of the faithful || just to prepare the public mind for the reception of 
Hunkers to raise a shout of applause. the important documents which will be given to 
_ But, not discouraged by their poor success at | the country when the history of all these move- 
Gotham, they went on to headquarters, and under- | ments of my honorable friend shail be written. 
took to make the same proclamation there. They | When that history is written, and all the conse- 
got up an immense concourse at Medina, or Al- || quences which have resulted from the movements 
bany, or some point near the termination of this | of my friend are pointed out, I trust that the posi- 
flight, where again the honorable Senator from — tion that 1 have taken will be triumphantly sus- 
Ohio was the mouthpiece to proclaim this new | tained, and particularly that from these consequen- 
creed, put forth in that new decree called the Nich- ces have originated these mail lines of steamers. 
olson letter. On that oceasion the honorable Sen+ Mr. PEARCE. The pending amendment, I 
ator, | believe, went back a great ways, and | believe, is that offered by the Senator from Fior- 
entered into a profonnd historical argument, | ida. 
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PRESIDING OFFICER. By the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PEARCE. [am opposed to the bill,’ and 
sull more opposed tothe amendment. 1 think the 
proviso, as it standa, isa departure from the gen- 
eral prineiple of the bill, and that the bill would 
be more consistent with itself if the proviso were 
stricken out. ‘The object of the bill is to secure 
cheap postage and uniform rates. It lightens the 
labor of the pest office, and reduces the charge on 
newspapers as well as on letters; and I think that 
allowing newspapers to go free for thirty miles from 
the place of publication is unjust, although it be, as 
has been urged, an encouragement to the local 
press, or rather an inducement to those who live 
within thirty miles to subseribe for the paper. It 
is an advantage, undoubtedly, to the people who 
reside within thirty miles of the place of publica- 
tion of the newspaper, and it will be more espe- 
cially advantageous to those who reside within 
thirty miles of populous cities, but it can be of ne 
advantage to any department of this Government. 
[tis a benefit conferred upon a certain poruon of 
the people, and upon agportion who have no claim 
to especial benefit. Ido not think it is necessary 
to sustain the local press of the country in this 
way. I believe that press was sustained quite 
as well before any legislation took place upon the 
subject, which did not occur, | believe, until 1845; 
and the press flourished previous to any legislative 
bounty of this sort being conferred upon it as well 
as it has ever done since. I think, too, that we 
extend benefits enough to the press when we au- 
thorize their exchange papers to be delivered free 
of postage. ‘That is no small benefit, and it is a 
considerable loss to the Government. I see no 
good reason for extending the gratuity, for it is 
manifestly partial in its operation, and therefore 
unjust. | had hoped that the amendment would 
not prevail; and, if no one else makes the motion, 
1 will move that the proviso be stricken out, for 4 
think itis decidedly better that we should have 
uniform rates of postage, applying as well to news- 
papers as to letters, otherwise its operauion must 
be unequal and unjust. 

Mr. DICKINSON, In answer to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Maryland (Mr. Pearce] that 
the proposed amendment, allowing a free cireula- 
tion of papers throughout the county where pub- 


, lished, or for thirty miles, would be partial and 


unequal, | should be glad to be informed what 
portion of the whole post office system does not, 
to some extent, operate partially and unequally. 
I am one of those who regard the exercise of this 
function by Government as arbitrary and officious, 
and withal unnecessary; and I believe there are 
now full-grown men within the hearing of my 
voice who will live to see the whole post office 
System, as at present conducted by Government, 
superseded by one more cheap, safe, and efficient, 
regulated by free competition, and conducted by 
private enterprise. And when the new sections 
of the country are more fully settled, it will cer- 
tainly be adopted. ‘The amendment under consid- 
eration is, to be sure, partial in one sense, but it 
in fact is an approach to impartiality and justice, 
as nearly as may be,.in a system where, from the 
very nature of the case, perfect equality is impos- 
sible. ‘There is good reason for the discrimination 
which the amendment seeks. The small country 
sheet oughtgnot to pay the same postage as the 
heavy commefcial sheet of the large cities. One 
is taken by merchants and cthers in cities and vil- 
lages; the other by those in humble circumstances 
beyond the hills and the mountains. One is sought 
for its commercial news—to learn the rates of the 
stock exhange and the state of the markets; the 
other mainly for its fund of miscellaneous intelli- 
gence and instructing reading matter, and serves 
as a school for children and a circulating library 
for the neighborhood. Besides, since the country 
has been checkered with railroads and traversed by 
steam conveyances, and the improvements in ma- 
chinery introduced into the large printing eatab- 
lishments, the local press, unfided by large ecir- 
culation and commercial advertisements, cannot 
compete with that of the cities. It brings steam 
and sinews in competition, and the first must tri- 
umph. The daily papers of the citiés, at the close 
of the week, throw together selected articles from 
their daily editions, and print a weekly issue, 
which they sow broadcast throughout the coun- 
try at a price lower by half than a local paper 
ean possibly be afforded. But this issue is much 
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of it made up of stale items of city news, of com- 
paratively little interest in a family—too often of 
police reports, and kindred intelligence, which 
furnish an unhealthy aliment, both profitess and 
injurious; while the country press usually contains 
much valuable miscellany, useful to all, and espe 
cially to the young. ‘That one class of papers may 
not have an undue advantage over another at least 
equaily useful and discerning, and thatthe reading 
public, separated from commercial pursuits, may 
not be deprived of their favorite means of amuse- 
ment and instruction, I favor the proposed amend- 
ment permiuung country journals to circulate, with 
the proposed limitation, free. If Ll cannot obtain 
this, | shall tfen move that this class of papers pay 
one-quarter of acent, and | urge this view to make 
the advantages extended to pubhe journals by 
Government, as far as may be under the ctreum- 
, equal. I repeat, | know that it will, after 
all, be partial, but the whole system is founded on 
paruality; itis artificial at the best, and legislation 
cannot make it otherwise; but it will remain so 
until Government surrenders the usurpation of 
this funetion, and the conveyance of letters and 
newspapers shall be left, as it ulumately will be, 
to free compention, 
Mr. WESTCOTT. 


in order in 


atance 


I am not certain that Iam 
proposing an amendment, which I 
siated on a former day, when this bill was under 
consideration, | should offer at the proper time. I 
have not since that day interfered in the debate on 
this bill, as my sentiments have been better ex- 
pressed by the honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Axvien} than l could express them myself. 1 de- 
sire to put the doctrines he has advocated in prac- 
tical operation, to some extent at least. ‘l’o this 
end L will, when | am informed of the most appro- 
priate time, offer the following amendment to the 
ball. 

I shall move to strike out the first clause of the 
proviso, and to substitute in lieu of it, instead of 
the amendments offered by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvanin, [Mr. Cameron,] and that of the Senator 
from New York, |Mr. Dickinson,] the following: 

Providel, That newspapers shall not be charged with 
postage for transportation by mail within the Congressional 
distinct in whieh the office of publication thereof ts situate. 

{A Senator. Offer it now.] 

Well, sir, | will offer it now, and will say afew 
words in explanation of it. 


I agree with the Senator from Maryland [Mr. | 


Pearce] that the proposition to lessen the postage 
on papers for thirty or fifty miles from the place 
where they are published is unequai, unjust, and 
impolitic. Sir, | do not hesitate to denounce it as 
sectional, and the most flagrant injustice to the 
newspaper editors and people of the frontier States. 
It will operate to Jet off the editors and people of 
the thickly-settled New England States and Penn- 
sylvania from the postage tax on the'r country and 
city papers, and the expense of carrying them will 
have to be borne by the people of the other sec- 
tions. All I ask is fair play, equal justice. Why 
make the arbitrary fifty miles or thirty miles’ rate? 
It does not apply equally in all the States. A bill 
at last session proposed, or an amendment to it 
proposed, counties instead of this rate. This was 
voted down at once, and properly. ‘To show how 
unequal it was, | then stated that we had one coun- 
ty in my State larger than Connecticut, Delaware, 
and Rhode Island all put together. .Sir, by this 
bill, as reported by the committee, or as proposed 
to be amended by the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
or the Senator from New York, the people of the 
States of Connecticut, Delaware, and Rhode Island 
will pay littl postage, for the longest distance 
across either does not exceed one hundred miles. 

1 am sorry that,my friend from New York, 
[Mr. Dickinson,| who is most generelly so liberal 
in his course towards the outside States 

{A Senator. Why say most generally ?} 

Isay most generally, because this case is an excep- 
tion from his usual just and liberal course; he does 
not expand lis views a little, so as to include the 
people of the frontier and thinly settled States. 
We are nat * outside barbarians.”” We want to 
see the newspapers, and to read the news. | may 
say, that besides what he has so eloquently and 
appropriately described as the superior excellence 
of the local country newspapers to the farmer and 
other people residing in the country and in small 
villages; besides the valuable miscellaneous read- 
ing such papers contain in the frontier States, the 
people look to their local newspapers for their 
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local laws. In them all the official notices, all legal 
notices and advertisements are published, and such 
paper is absolutely indispensable to a man who 
has any business to transact, or who has any 
interest in what is going on in society. 

In my State we have some dozen newspapers, 
and the circulation of all of them extends in the State 
at the seat of Government go upwards of two hun- 
two or three hundred miles. The papers published 
dred miles to the West, and six hundred to the 
East and South. These papers contain the laws 
of the State and Executive proclamations, and, 
sir, your notices of land sales, and the Federal 
laws. And yet, sir, by this bill you would make 
the people of my State pay—you would wring the 
cost from the pocket of the frontier settler, and 
exempt those who live in the villages in the Mid- 
die and Eastern States. If you will exempt any, 
do let it be equal, fair, and just, not partial and 
sectional. I intend to press the amendment [ pro- 
pose, and hope the yeas and nays will be taken on 
it; and if rejected, and if the bill as reported, or as 
proposed to be*amended by the Senators from 
New York and Pennsylvania be adopted, I desire 
to see the votes by which it is done on record. 

A Congressional district is fixed on in my amend- 
ment, because the population of each 1s nearly 
equal, and the rule is a just and reasonable one in 
every respect. It is not an arbitrary rule, but 
there is an appropriateness and fitness in it, be- 
cause it is a division connected with the Federal 
Government. 

i desire the Senators from the frontier and 
sparsely-settled States to attend to this matter, and 
not to let the amendment now oflered be lost. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 5, 1849. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
On motion of Mr. SIBLEY, by leave, 


, 


Resolved, That the Comunittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post-route from Fort Snelling to Fort Gaines, on 
the Upper Mississippi, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. SIBLEY, by leave, 


Rasolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of affording to the 
northwestern tribes of Indians the benetit of a legal jurisdic- 
tiou by the extension of the laws of the United States over 
them, and that the said committee report thereon by bill or 
otherwise. 
CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 

Mr. TUCK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 

Whereas the evils of war, in its consequences upon indi- 
viduals, and upon the virtue, happiness, and prosperity of 
nations, have long been acknowledged, and are now at- 


tracting the attention of many humane and enlightened cit- 
izens of this and other countries: and whereas it is the wish 


of the people of the United States that our Government | 
should evinee a readiness to encourage all well-directed | 


efforts to preclude the occurrence of war and to codperate 

with other nations in all judicious exertions intended to 

promote perpetual and universal peace ; therefore, 
Resolred, That it be recommended to the Executive to 


propose to all Governments with whom we maintain diplo- | 


matic relations, and with whom we have not such stipula- 


tions already, the formation of new treaties providing in a | 


safe and honorable manner for the settlement, by arbitra- 
tion and peaceable award, of all disagreements and ditficul- 
ties that may hereafter arise. 


Mr. BRODHEAD objected. 


Mr. TUCK moved a suspension of the rules to | 
enable him to offer the resolution; and on that mo- |) 


tion he called the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the | 
question being taken, the House refused to sus- | 
pend the rules, and the resolution was not re- || 


ceived. 
THE TREATY WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, rose and said, as 
he had objected on Saturday morning to the reso- 
lution proposed by the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Srepnens,] he desired now to say 


to the House, that as far as he was concerned, he | 


had no objection at all to the resolution which the 
gentleman desired to introduce. He wished to 


withdraw his objection; and if the gentleman pro- | 


posed his resoluuon he should offer a slight modi- 
fication. 


Mr. STEPHENS rose and was recognized by | 


the Chair. 
Mr. TURNER. I inquire if it is in order at 
this late day to withdraw the objection. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia | 


(Mr. Srepuens] has the floor. 


OBE. 


nays. 


| form. 








eb. §. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved to suspend the rule, 
to offer the resolutions, published in this pa = — 
Saturday, concerning the treaty with Mexico . 

The yesolutions having been read—__ 


Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, (in his se 
hope there will be no objection. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and 

been taken, were yeus 181, nays 3. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
was received. 

And the resolution being thus before the Houge— 

Mr. STEPHENS rose and said that the Subject 
was one of great importance. He did not intend 
now to go into the discussion of it. He would 
barely state that he had good reason to believe that 
such a paper or protocol was in existence, and that 
it was signed by the American COMMissSioners jp 
Mexico, previous to the ratification and exe 
of the treaty. He desired this morning mer 
call the attention of the House to a few points 
which, to his mind, rendered the subject of inquiry 
one of importance to this House and to the country, 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to a point of order, He 
desired to submit to the Speaker whether this res. 
olution was debatable to-day ? 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was debata- 
ble. This was petition day, not resolution day, 
The House had suspended the rules for the intro. 
duction of the resolution. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Stepnuens] would proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. STEPHENS proceeded. It would be ob- 
served by the House that in this resolution he had 
made an unconditional call upon the Executive, 
and that it was not accompanied with the usual 
reservation. And he would state the reasons which 
had influenced him in so drawing the resolution. 

At the last session of Congress, after the ratif- 


at.) I 


having 


hange 


‘ly to 





cation of this treaty and the proclamation of the 


President of the United States, a call was made 
upon the Executive for a copy of the instructions 
which had been given to the American commis- 
sioners. He held in his hand the reply to that call, 
which he would now beg leave to read to the House, 
The President says: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 17th instant, requesting the President “to com- 
municate (if not inconsistent with the public interests) 
copies of all instructions given to the Hon. Ambrose H. Se- 
vier and Nathan Clifford, commissioners appointed to con- 
duct negotiations for the ratification of the treaty lately 
concluded between the United Siates and the Republic of 


-Mexico,” I have to state, that in my opinion it would be 


“inconsistent with the public interests” to give publicity to 
these instructions at the present time. 

! avail myself of this occasion to observe, that, as a gen- 
eral rule, applicable to alt our important negotiations with 
foreign powers, it could not fail to be prejudicial to the public 


| interest to publish the iustructions to our ministers until some 


time had elapsed after the conclusion of such negotiations. 

in the present case the object of the mission of our com- 
missioners to Mexico has been accomplished. The weaty, 
as amended by the Senate of the United States, has been 
ratified. The ratifieations have been exchanged, and the 
treaty has been proclaimed as the supreme law of the land. 
No contingency oceurred which made it either necessary or 


| proper for our commissioners to enter upon any negotiations 


with the Mexican Gevernment, further than to urge upon 
that Government the ratification of the treaty in its amended 
JAMES K. POLK. 
WASHINGTON, July 28, 1548. 


Mr. ASHMUN asked the date of the message. 

Mr. STEPHENS continued. It is dated July 
28, 1848. 

[t would thus be seen that the Executive, upon 
this call, had refused to give to the House the in- 
structions which had been given to these commis- 
sioners when they went upon their mission. He 
(Mr. 8.) had not therefore accompanied the resolu- 
tions with the usual conditions. it was, as he had 
stated, unconditional. And if gentlemen desired to 
knaw the reason, it was this: if, when this call was 
made upon the Executive, it should not be respond- 
ed to, it was his (Mr. S.’s) intention to move fora 
committee of inquiry, with power to send for pet- 
sons and papers. 

The materiality of the information which was 
called for might be inferred from looking into @ 
paper which he had now before him, and which 


"purported to be a copy of the original treaty of 


Gaudalupe Hidalgo, and by contrasting that with 
the treaty as it passed the Senate, and the guaran- 
tees and explanations made in the papers which 


had been read with the protocol. Whether this, or 
the paper which purported to be the original treaty 
', was authentic or not, he would not undertake to 
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